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Kurds say Iranian troops 
4 launch incursion into N. Iraq 
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ERBIL, Iraq (AFP> _ 
Some 2,000 Iranian troops 
have launched an incursion 
into northern Iraq to attack 
Iranian Kurdish guerrilla 
bases here, a rebel group 
said Sunday. 

The Iraqi-based Democ- 
ratic Party of Iranian Kur- 
distan (DPIK) said Iranian 
soldiers armed with light 
and heavy artillery had 
pushed 50 kilometers 
across the border to attack- 
rebel bases. 

Iran did not confirm the 
intervention, but said it 
shelled rebel positions 
inside Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq on Sunday in 
a bid to halt cross-border 
attacks. 

, Tension on the Iraq-Iran 
border has risen in recent 
months, with Iranian 
troops massing in the north- 
west to counter Iranian 
Kurdish rebel raids. 

Taymoor Mustafay. a 
DPIK spokesman in the 
main northern Iraqi town 
of ErbiJ, told APP: “Three 
days ago, 200 Iranian vehi- 
cles arrived with more than 
2.000 Iranian soldiers 
loaded with heavy’ and light 
weapons.” 

Mr. Mustafay said the 
troops crossed the border 
via the Mareewan-Bahs- 
mag post near Sulay- 
maniyah province and 
pushed on to Koi Sanjaq. 
50 kilometres south, late 


bam relay before attacking 
the DPIK camps outside the 
town on Sunday. 

“Now the fighting is 
going on in our bases, 
which are homes for our 
families and a hnspir.il 
which is supported by for- 
eign organisations?' he 
said. 

Salam Azizi. a member of 
the DPIK leadership, said 
the Iranian army was 
shelling the camps. 

“The shelling started on 
our houses and the hospital 
at 6:30 this morning and 
now they (the Iranians! 
started the attack,” Mr. 
Azizi told AJFP. 

“Several houses are burn- 
ing. many families started 
to escape,” he added, with- 
out giving details of casual- 
ties. Some of the famili es 
arrived in Erbil later Sun- 
day. 

“We didn't expect to fight 
the Iranian army inside 
Iraqi Kurdistan,” he said. 

Mr. Mustafay said the 
Iranian troops had based 
themselves at Al-Salam 
camp belonging to the Iraqi 
Kurd group, the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), 
for two nights before head- 
ing to Koi Sanjaq. 

A spokesman for the 
PUK confirmed the incur- 
sion but denied that the 
Iranian troops had based 
themselves in Al-Salam 
camp, saying they went 


directly to Koi Sanjaq. 

The official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Sunday 
that Iranian troops shelled 
Iranian Kurdish positions 
inside Iraq on Sunday in 
response to cross-border 
raids. 

“In a bid to fully repel 
offensives by the aggres- 
sors, their positions were 
targetted by long-range 
artillery shells’' from Iran, 
an army officer told the 
agency. 

“We will continue to con- 
front the aggressors until 
they are completely sup- 
pressed," the unidentified 
officer added. 

Earlier, an Iranian border 
guard commander told 
IRNA that his forces had 
repelled a DPIK raid Sun- 
day on several border vil- 
lages. The commander, 
who was not identified, said 
his forces were “tin a state 
of alert" because of a wave 
of recent attacks by Iranian 
Kurdish rebels. 

Iran’s northwestern bor- 
der regions are the scene of 
regular clashes between 
security forces and guerril- 
las based in northern Iraq, 
which has been controlled 
by Iraqi Kurds in defiance , 
of Baghdad since the end 
of the 1991 Gulf war. 

According to Kurdish 
sources in Iran, Kurdish 

(Continued on page 3) 
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GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Israel on Sunday eased its 
blockade of the Gaza Strip 
# to allow around 17,500 
workers to return to jobs in 
the Jewish state, but the 
total closure of the West 
Bank remained in force, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said. 

Another 2.500 Gazans 
were allowed into the Erez 
industrial zone on the bor- 
der with Israel, said Gener- 
al Saeb Al Ajez, a security 
commander for the north of 
the Gaza Strip. 

More than 120 lorries 
laden with fruit and vegeta- 
bles as well as 160 private 


vehicles were also autho- 
rised to cross the “green 
line” separating Israel from 
Gaza with a military escort, 
he said. 

An Israeli military 
spokesman in Tel Aviv con- 
firmed the easing of the 
total closure of the Gaza 
Strip imposed on Friday 
after suspected Palestinian 
radicals lolled three Israelis 
in a gun attack near 
Jerusalem. 

“The closure of the West 
Bank imposed after this 
attack on the other hand 
remains in force until fur- 
ther notice,” the spokesman 
said. 


Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Friday 
condemned the new block- 
ade which he said was a 
violation of the autonomy 
accords signed with Israel. 

A total closure of the 
Palestinian territories was 
first ordered on Feb. 25 
after the first in a wave of 
militant suicide bombings 
in Israel which left 58 dead. 

It was then eased slightly 
after the May elections in 
the Jewish state to allow 
30,000 Palestinians to 
rearm to work in Israel 
before the total closure was 
imposed again on Friday. 


ROMANIAN WOMEN'S EIGHT GOLD WINNERS CELEBRATE: The Romanian 
women’s eight throw their coxswain Elena Georgescu (top) into the air as they cel- 
ebrate their gold medal victory, Sunday on Lake Lanier. Canada won silver and 
Belarus won bronze (Renters photo) 

Damascus says Ross’s mission failed 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syria said on Sunday that 
U.S. envoy Dennis Ross's 
Middle East mission had 
failed to bring it and Israel 
any closer to the peace 
negotiating table. 

“Yet again American 
diplomacy has left empty- 
handed as the only result of 
the new mission by Dennis 
Ross was to show there is a 
timid initiative aimed at 
keeping the peace process 
alive” the official Al 


Thawra daily wrote. 

Mr. Ross, U.S. State 
Department Middle East 
coordinator, held talks last 
week with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad on a diplomat- 
ic shuttle that also included 
Israel, Jordan and the Gaza 
Strip. 

The trip was aimed at 
breathing new life into the 
peace process which has 
foundered since the right- 
wing Israeli election victo- 
ry in May. 


Ai Thawra said Mr. Ross 
had faded to make Israeli 
leaders soften their hardline 
stance on peace to allow the 
relaunch of negotiations on 
the Syrian track which has 
been suspended since Feb- 
ruary. 

“AJ1 he (Ross) was able to 
achieve in Israel was nebu- 
lous language on peace and 
unimportant generalities,” 
said the paper, adding that 

(Continued on page 3) 


Regent congratulates King on Prophet’s birthday 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson, the 
Regent, on Sunday sent a cable to His Majesty King Hussein, con- 
gratulating him on the occasion of the Prophet Mohammad’s birth- 
day, and wishing him continued good health and happiness. On Sat- 
urday the Ministry of Awqof and Islamic Affairs held a major cele- . 
brarion at King Abdullah Mosque to mark the occasion. The celebra- 
tion was anended by Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid. who 
deputised for the King. Also attending the celebration were cabinet 
ministers, deputies and senior civil and military official*. On the 
occasion. King Hussein received congratulatory cables from Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, acting Speaker of the Upper House 
of Parliament Ahmad Tarawneh. Lower House Speaker Su’d Hayel 
Srour, presidents of the Court of Cassation and Higher Court of Jus- 
tice. the King's advisor for Islamic Affairs Sheikh Izzeddin Al Khat- 
ib Al Tamimi and senior civil and military officials, in addition to the 
Commander of the Palestine Liberation Array. 
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U.S. team in Bahrain 
to assess security 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
A U.S. task force arrived in 
Bahrain on the last leg of a 
tour aimed at assessing 
security for U.S. forces in 
the Gulf region and seeking 
clues to last month's bomb 
attack against a U.S. com- 
plex in Saudi Arabia. 

“We’ve spent most of our 
time talking about proce- 
dures, assessing what hap- 
pened, how it happened and 
how we could prevent it 
from happening in the 
future,” U.S. task force 
spokesman Richard 

Bridges told Reuters after 
arriving in Manama late on 
Saturday. 

The task force, headed by 
retired U.S. Army General 
Wayne Downing, has inter- 
viewed hundreds of Ameri- 
can soldiers who were at 
the site of the truck bomb- 
ing that killed 19 U.S. air- 
men in Khobar, Saudi Ara- 
bia on June 25. 

No arrests have been * 
announced in connection 
with the blast 
Col. Bridges said the task 
force visited many sites 
where U.S. personnel were 
located. It also inspected a 
Saudi airbase in a remote 
area outside Riyadh to 
which U.S. Defence Secre- 
tary William Peny suggest- 
ed some troops be moved. 

U.S. officials in Washing- 
ton said Mr. Perry would 
visit the kingdom this week 
to discuss plans expected to 
cost hundreds of millions 
of dollars to move up to 
4,000 U.S. troops to a more 
isolated base. 

Washington is now draw- 
ing up a security plan for its 
forces in the Gulf and the 
Middle Hast. 

The plan, designed to 
protect 5,000 U.S. troops 
stationed in Saudi Arabia 
and elsewhere in the Gulf 
against attackers using 
chemical and biological 
weapons as well as massive 
bombs, will include mov- 
ing most of the U.S. forces 
in Dhahran to the more 
remote Al Khaij air base 
100 kilometres southeast of 
Riyadh. 

The truck bomb, packed 
with 3,000 pounds of 
explosives, tore the face off 
a building at the Khobar 
complex where U.S. air- 


men were based to enforce 
a no-fly zone in southern 
Iraq introduced after the 
1991 Gulf war that ejected 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait. 

Besides Saudi Arabia, the 
U.S. task force spent two 
days in Kuwait checking 
U.S. installations and sites 
to assess the entire security 
arrangements on the 
ground. 

“We have taken a look at 
the forces protection mea- 
sures that are in place. If we 
find something that should 
be corrected we tell the 
commander immediately 
but we are trying to make a 
general assessment,” Col. 
Bridges said. 

He said the task force 
“was pleasantly suiprised 
by the degree of coopera- 
tion” expressed by the 
Saudi authorities. 

The team would make a 
similar assessment in 
Bahrain, the headquarters 
of the U.S. Fifth Fleet. 

Col. Bridges refused to 
disclose details of the 
team's findings, saying the 
report would be completed 
on Aug. 15 and would be 
used to assess security for 
U.S. troops in the region. 

Kuwait still fears Iraq ~ 

“We had an invasion by 
someone like Hitler. We 
were liberated by the ulti- 
mate force in the world. 
But (this) Hitler is still 
there,” said Ghanim Al- 
Najjar, professor of politi- 
cal science at Kuwait Uni- 
versity. 

Kuwaitis still shudder at 
the memory of the rout on 
August 2, 1990. when Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's 
troops and tanks rolled 
across the border and dug 
in for a seven-month occu- 
pation. 

The sense of insecurity is 
heightened by President 
Hussein's determined grip 
on power in the face of sev- 
eral reported assassination 
attempts and a crippling 
United Nations economic 
embargo imposed on Iraq 
in 1990. 

“Our fears are well- 
founded. We had an inva- 
sion, its not an illusion,” 

(Continued on page 3) 


Egyptian president’s visit to U.S. aims at 
reenforcing principle of land-for-peace 


PLO police shot at Israeli force 

Arafat hails Ayyash 
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By Lamis Andoni 

BOSTON — Egyptian Pr- 
esident Hosni Mubarak, 
who started an official 
visit to the U.S. today, will 
face the dual task of 
improving bilateral rela- 
tions with Washington and 
asserting Arab demands 
that the principle of “land- 
for-peace” remains the 
basis for Arab-Israeli 
negotiations. 

As the first Arab leader 
to visit Washington after 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Mr. 
Mubarak has also to 
explain the Arab position 
to American officials, con- 
gressmen and public. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s mes- 
sage io the Americans was 
that security (of Israel) was 
the cornerstone of a mean- 
ingful peace process, but 
Mr. Mubarak will have to 
reassert that the principle 
Of land-for-peace was a 
prerequisite for the sur- 
vival of the process, Arab 
diplomats say. 

But the Egyptian presi- 
dent has the delicate task 
of showing the U.S. that 
Cairo is also concerned 


about American interests 
in the region especially 
since Israeli leaders have 
been claiming that Egypt 
was increasingly adopting 
a “hostile attitude” 
towards the U.S. and 
Israel. 

Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa, however, 
who was -in Washington 
preparing for Mr. 
Mubarak's visit, had 
declared that the continuity 
of the presence of Ameri- 
can troops in the Gulf 
could lead to instability in 
the region. Mr. Musa’s 
remarks reasserted ass- 
umptions in some of the 
political circles in Wash- 
ington that Cairo has been 
getting closer to the Syrian 
position. 

However, American ad- 
ministration officials have 
repeatedly said that they 
are comfortable with the 
role currently played by 
Egypt to ensure the conti- 
nuity of the Middle East 
peace process. 

But American analysts 
who are close to the gov- 
ernment say that Washing- 
ton will not allow Egypt to 
assert a pivotal pan-Arab 


role at the expense of 
American and Israeli inter- 
ests. 

This time, however, the 
Egyptian president comes 
to Washington armed with 
the results of the Cairo 
summit that reaffirmed 
Egypt's pivotal role in the 
Arab World. 

American administration 
officials have indicated in 
the past two weeks that 
they would not like to see 
Cairo following up on the 
Cairo summit resolutions 
which called for a 
reassessment of relations 
between the Arab countries 
and Israel if the latter did 
not comply to the principle 
of exchanging land-for- 
peace. 

Analysts in Washington 
say that the Egyptian posi- 
tion would have been 
stronger if the Arab gov- 
ernments had shown will- 
ingness to act upon the 
summit resolutions. “Why 
should die administration 
take the Egyptian or the 
Arab demands seriously, 
they have not acted on any 
of their resolutions?” said 
a very well-placed Ameri- 
can analyst who asked for 


Mubaraik heads for U.S. 
2 ;ior ta^with Clinton 

CAIRO (R) j-r ^^yptian President Hosni Mubarak left 
Cum oh Sunday for a' three-day visit to the United 
States, airport sources said. 

y ^. Mubarak^^wbd; isriue to meet U.S. President Bill 
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But Mr, Mi&arak said he was optimistic that Arabs 


'W® to veto : attempts Secretary-General ^ Bouiros 

GM^an Egyptia^ term of office. ' 

. ; .Tbe'Egypti an delegation includes economic ministers , 
Jii Hgypt byrXJ-S. fimts. ; 


anonymity. 

The administration is 
also worried about other 
aspects of Egyptian-Amer- 
ican relations ±at have 
been a source of con- 
tention. 

Ties between Washing- 
ton and Cairo have been 
strained due to Egypt’s 
support of the Syrian posi- 


tion, which insists on a full 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, and due to 
repeated Egyptian 

demands that Israel sign 
the nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty. 

In a briefing last week. 
State Department 

(Continued on page 7) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel said Palestin- 
ian police shot at an Israeli 
forces jeep in the West 
Bank city of Ramallah in 
the self-rule enclave on 
Sunday but no one was 
injured. 

“Shots fired from a Pales- 
tinian police roadblock in 
the city of Ramallah hit an 
Israeli jeep that was prepar- 
ing to go out on a joint 
patrol in the city,” an Israeli 
army spokeswoman said. 
She said no one was hurt 
but the jeep was lightly 
damaged. 

“In an initial investiga- 
tion.. .by Major General 
Gabi Ofir, the Palestinian 
police representative said it 
was done by mistake.” 

She said Gen. Ofir would 
raise the shooting when he 
met his Palestinian counter- 
part Haj Ismail. The meet- 
ing was expected later on 
Sunday. Israel said it would 
raise a number of infrac- 
tions by Palestinian police 
at the meeting. 

In another development 
President Yasser Arafat 
hailed the Islamic Hamas 
group’s assassinated master 
bombmaker and other 
“martyrs” on Saturday in a 
fiery speech asserting 


Palestinian rights to Jer- 
usalem. 

The comment was sure to 
outrage Israel's new hard- 
line government and came 
during an intensification in 
the tug-of-war between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
over Jerusalem. 

“We are committed to all 
martyrs who died for the 
cause of Jerusalem starting 
with Ahmed Musa until the 
last martyr Yahya Ayyash,” 
Mr. Arafat told a rally of 
4,000 people in Gaza City. 

Mr. Ayyash was killed in 
Gaza in January when a 
cellular phone he was using 
blew up. Mr. Musa was the 
first member of Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh faction of the 
PLO to be killed. He died in 
1965. 

Israel, which long said 
Mr. Ayyash was behind 
Islamic militant suicide 
bombings that killed scores 
of Israelis, refused to con- 
firm or deny its involve- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat was incensed 
that Israel on Thursday per- 
mitted members of the Jew- 
ish ultra-nationalist Temple 
Mount faithful group onto 
Jerusalem's site of Islam's 
third holiest shrine. He 
called the move “danger- 


ous . 

Thursday, was the holy 
day commemorating the 
destruction of the ancient 
Jewish temple once situated 
on the mount. 

His cabinet in a commu- 
nique released on Saturday 
called it “a barefaced chal- 
lenge to Muslim feelings 
and an Israeli attempt to 
intensify the atmosphere in 
Jerusalem”. 

In Saturday's speech, Mr. 
Arafat called for a meeting 
of the Jerusalem Commit- 
tee of the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to discuss the matter. 

He said U-N. resolutions 
enshrining the principle of 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace applied to Arab 
East Jerusalem which Israel 
captured along with the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

In a reference to a cam- 
paign slogan of Israel’s' 
hardline Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, he 
said the resolutions “say 
land-for-peace, not security 
for peace. This must be 
very clear.” 

Mr. Netanyahu urged 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Turkish doctors in battle to save 


strikers after end of ‘death fast’ 


ISTANBUL (R> — Turkish 
doctors struggled on Sun- 
day to save critically ill left- 
ist prisoners after the end of 
a two- month “death fast” 
which has so far claimed 12 
lives. 

The Turkish government, 
under strong pressure at 
home and abroad, on Satur- 
day partly accepted 
demands from the hunger 
strikers for better prison 
conditions. 

More than 300 Inmates 
immediately halted their 
69-day protest but human 
rights workers said about 
20 lives were still at risk. A 
12th inmate died overnight 
and others were in critical 
condition, they said. 

“Hayati Can died on his 
way to hospital in Bursa 
last night — he is the 12th 
of the hunger strike.” a 
spokesman for the Indepen- 
dent Human Rights Associ- 
ation (1HD) said. 

About 170 prisoners had 
been taken to hospital so far 
and around 20 of them were 
in critical condition, human 
rights workers said. Others 
were being treated in 
prison. 

“There is one, Refik Unal, 
for whom there may be no 
turning back." an IHD 
spokeswoman said. She 
gave no further details. 

The state-run Anatolian 
news agency reported that 
doctors in the western town 
of Izmir had managed to 
revive another inmate, Gul- 
ten Isik. after her heart 
stopped beating early on 
Sunday. 

Vedat Oz, head of a crisis 
centre set up in the health 
ministry for die hunger 
strike, told Anatolian that 
several of the patients suf- 
fered damage to internal 
organs, particularly the 
brain, and had metabolic 
problems. _ 

Inmates taken to hospital 
after looked barely con- 
scious. their eyes glazed 
over and their limbs 



A far-left inmate in critical condition is surrounded by armed gendarmes while being rushed to a hospital early 
Sunday at the end of 69th day of a hunger strike at Istanbul’s Bayrampasa prison. Hundreds of Tnrkish leftist pris- 
oners agreed late Saturday to end a wave of hunger strike after the government partly accepted their demands 
(Reuters photo) 


painfully thin. 

The protest was the most 
serious domestic crisis to 
hit the month-old coalition 
of Islamist Premier 
Necmettin Erbakan. 

Turkey’s European allies, 
often critical of Ankara's 
poor human rights record, 
urged the government to 
end the strike or risk dam- 
aging ties just months after 
a lucrative customs union 
deal with the European 
Union went into effect in 
January. 

The impact of the hunger 
strikes continued in Ger- 
many, after arsonists fire- 
bombed Turkish properties 
across the country for the 


sixth successive night. 
Investigators said they sus- 
pected supporters of the 
hunger strike were behind 
the attacks. 

In Turkey, there was more 
relief than joy. The Human 
Rights Association 

spokesman said he did not 
expect any celebrations on 
Sunday as the lives of sev- 
eral prisoners were still in 
danger. 

Yemliha Kaya, one of the 
victims of the hunger strike, 
was buried on Sunday in 
Istanbul's rundown Yeni- 
bosria district as* hundreds 
of- -relatives, friends and 
supporters? chanted' leftist 
slogans and sang mournful 


songs. 

The prisoners had been 
demanding better treatment 
in prisons and an end to a 
policy of dispersal which 
they say cuts them off from 
each other, their families 
and their lawyers. 

Prisoners had also 
demanded the closure of 
Eskisehir jail in western 
Turkey — dubbed “the 
Coffin" for its single-per- 
son cells — and the transfer 
of prisoners to Bayrampasa 
jail in Istanbul, where sev- 
eral hundred other leftist 
prisoners stay. 


demands to transfer around 
100 inmates from Eskisehir 
to jails in Istanbul — 20 of 
them to Umraniye, which 
he had hitherto firmly 
refused to do — but ruled 
out shutting down the high- 
security prison. 

He said that he had decid- 
ed to give in because Satur- 
day night was the anniver- 
sary of the birth of the 
Prophet Mohammad. 

“1 thought of the signifi- 
cance of the night," Mr. 
Kazan said on the Anato- 
lian news agency. “This 
night this thing had to finish 


•):. Kazan said he had' agreed to 
one of the prisoners' main 


happy. This is-vfchy I* said I 
agreed.' 


Relatives of slain prisoners want 
Shin Bet killers brought to justice’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
CAP; — Following an Israeli 
agent’s revelation that he 
crushed the skulls of two 
captured Palestinian bus 
hijackers, relatives of the 
dead men called Sunday for 
the officers involved to be 
brought to justice. 

“We want a fair trial and 
punishment,' 1 said Alam Abu 
Jami, whose brother Sobhi 
died after being taken prison- 
er in 1984. “No thing will 
compensate us." 

Ehud Yaiom, a former 
agent for Israel's Shin Bet 
intelligence service, told a 
newspaper last week that he 
had killed the two men in 
1984 by crushing their skulls 
with a rock. Yatom said he 
was proud of what he had 
done. 

The disclosure 12 years 
ago that the two hijackers 
had died in custody rather 
than during the storming of 
the hijacked bus as initially 
claimed exposed the Shin 
Bet to critical public scrutiny 
for the first time. The cover- 
up was exposed when a 
newspaper published pho- 
tographs showing the two 
men alive in custody. 

But Yatom 's interview in 
the Yediot Ahronot newspa- 
per last week was the first 
time an individual involved 
in the deaths came forward 
and disclosed details of the 
killings. 

Yatom, 48, said the two 


hijackers were badly beaten 
by soldiers. Shin Bet agents 
and civilians before he got 
instructions from then-Shin 
Bet chief Avraham Shalom to 
kill them. 

The attorney general at the . 
time called for Shalom’s dis- 
missal, but the government 
rejected his recommendation. 
Shalom and 10 other Shin 
Bet officers implicated in the 
affair, incl uding Yatom, were 
pardoned by then-Ptesident 
Haim Heraog. 

Yossi Sarid, an opposition 
member of parliament and 
former cabinet minister, said 
Sunday that the killings 
“taint die struggle of the state 
to defend itself." 

“I wish some way would be 
found to cancel the pardons 
retroactively," he said. 

But Gidon Ezra, a member 
of parliament from the ruling 
Likud Party and a former 
Shin Bet official, said 
Yatom’s story was nothing 
new. 

“Only Ehud Yatom's part is 
new to die public — that’s 
all,” he said. “He just talked 
too much.” 

The Independent Associa- 
tion for Civil Rights in Israel 
said Yatom’s revelations 
underscored the necessity of 
creating legal standards and 
public oversight for the Shin 
BeL 

"Killing prisoners, even 
terrorists, is a grave crime 
and those responsible should 


have been punished," the 
group said in a statement. 
“Instead, after being par- 
doned ... Ehud Yatom was 
promoted." 

Dan Yakir, an attorney for 
foe group, said Yatom and 
other officers involved in die 
killin gs cannot face criminal 
charges because they have 
already been pardoned. But 
he said it was possible the 
family could bring a civil 
lawsuit, even so many years 
later, if it had new evidence. 

Mr. Abu Jami, interviewed 
at his home in the Gaza Strip* 
told the Associated Press 1 b 
was looking for a lawyer to 
press charges against Yatom, 
whom he called a “war crim- 
inal." 

“I believe the killer will be 
punished,” he said. 

Meanwhile. Shin Bet chief 
Ami Ayalon has reportedly 
ordered an investigation of 
whether Yatom broke the law 
by giving the newspaper 
interview. 

Gideon Levy, a columnist 
for the Haaretz newspaper, 
commented Sunday on the 
irony of Yatom facing a pos- 
sible jail term for giving an 
unauthorised interview, 
while gening off scot-free for 
killing a man. 

“After all," he wrote, 
“according to our ethical 
code, a newspaper interview 
is serious beyond compati- 







son to a cold-blooded mur- 


der.' 


Amir hunger striking to 
protest prison conditions 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Yitzhak Rabin's convicted assassin is 
staging a hunger strike to protest prison conditions, prison 
authorities said Sunday. Yigal Amir. 25, claims conditions in 
the Ohalei Kedar prison in Beersheba. where he is being held 
in isolation, are intolerable. Amir's telephone and family visit 
privileges were revoked last week after he broke a security 
camera in his cell. Amir began his strike last Wednesday. 
Since then he has drunk only water, juice and coffee, a prison 


spokeswoman said. Amir is serving a life sentence for killing t . „ „ T 

■ ... j£>in at. a Nov. 4 peace rally m Tel Aviv. He, his brother-. 

Justice .. Minister Sevket .andi: everyone should be [‘ ‘Hagai/iand friend Dror-Adani are' currently on trial on con- * -Tnraihan ran dn ™ 

— - — ’ dh^dsl'Amir heldsp^adic short-terra hunger strikes^ 

in the spring to protest being held in isolation * 1 


Afghanistan president appeals for peace 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Afghan President 
Bmbanuddin Rabbani called 
on all waning factions to lay 
down their arms and partici- 
pate in peace calks, state-run 
Kabul Radio reported Sunday. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
Muslim holiday Eid Mawlid 
A1 Nabawi, celebrating the 
birth of Prophet Mohammad, 


Mr. Rabbani said it was time 
to bring peace to Afghanistan. 

“The prophet taught us to 
seek peace" Mr. Rabbani was 
quota! as saying by Kabul 
Radio, monitored in the Pak- 
istani capital. Islamabad. 

He issued an appeal to the 
rebel Taliban militia to stop 
rocketing the capital and 
begin a dialogue for peace. 


Taliban fighters positioned 
just south of Kabul have been 
pounding the city with rockets 
in a bid to oust Mr. Rabbani 
and his new partner Prime 
Minister Gufbuddin Hekmat- 
yar. 

The Kabul government is 
also opposed by rebels in 
northern Afghanistan led by 
Uzbek warlord Rashid Dos- 


tum. 

Mr. Rabbani *s appeal was 
broadcast one day before new 
United Nations special envoy 
Norbert Holl was to arrive in 
KabuL 

Mr. Holl, a German diplo- 
mat. plans to meet with senior 
government officials before 
travelling to rebel-held territo- 
ry later in the week. 


S. Arabia, Yemen sign pacts on security, drug smuggling 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen have 
signed agreements to cooper- 
ate on security and fight drug 
smuggling, official sources 
said here. 

Saudi Interior Minister 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz and his 
Yemeni counterpart Colonel 
Hussein Arab signed the deals 
in the Red Sea city of Jeddah 
on Saturday, the official Saudi 


Press Agency (SPA) said. 

An informed Yemeni source 
said the agreements would 
also allow the two neighbours 
to fight terrorism, exchange 
information on security and 
bolster coordination between 
their intelligence services. 

Last year Col. Arab said that 
the agreements would call for 
the extradition of “criminals 
and extremists” as well as for 


and 


fighting against drugs 
weapons smug gling . 

Four Saudis convicted of an 
anti-American bombing in 
Riyadh in ' November con- 
fessed on state television that 
the)' had smuggled weapons 
and explosives into Saudi 
Arabia with the help of a 
Yemeni who was not identi- 
fied. 

The four were beheaded in 


May for the bombing that 
killed five Americans and two 
Indians at a U.S. army train- 
ing mission. 

The Yemeni authorities also 
said they have foiled large 
drug trafficking operations in 
the last two years.- Drugs com- 
ing from Asia have been 
reported smuggled into Saudi 
Arabia through Yemen. 


Algerian Islamic group: Member tortured, 
slain after his expulsion from Belgium 


PARIS (AP) — Algeria’s 
leading Muslim opposition 
group says one of its mem- 
bers was tortured to death 
in Algeria after he was 
extradited by Belgium, and 
that his family was tortured 
or harassed. 

Dozens of other Algerians 
face similar extraditions 
from other European capi- 
tals, said a statement Satur- 
day by the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front, a banned party 
leading an insurgency 
against the Algerian gov- 
ernment 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Belgian 
or Algerian governments. 

Ben Othman Bouathria, 
also known by the last 
name Said, requested polit- 
ical asylum in Belgium in 
October last year after he 


was sentenced to death in 
Algeria. But Brussels repa- 
triated him on July 15. the 
salvation front said in the 
statement 

The salvation front 
known by its French initials 
FIS, said reprisals contin- 
ued overnight Friday when 
Algerian security forces 
came to Bouathria 's home 
to arrest his mother, who 
had reported he died under 
torture. 

“Not having found her, 
they took the 13-year-old 
sister of the victim, who 
they tortured for several 
hours until they obtained 
the address where the 
mother was,” said the state- 
ment faxed from the FIS 
parliamentary delegation 
office in Washington. 

On Saturday, security 


forces arrested the 75-year- 
old mother, a 23-year-old 
sister and an 18-year-old 
brother, the FIS said. 

“The FIS considers Bel- 
gian authorities responsible 
for these sufferings, of his 
murder, as well as the fate 
of his family.’’ the state- 
ment said. 

A militant insurgency has 
raged in Algeria since the 
military-dominated govern- 
ment cancelled January 
1992 elections the FIS was 
expected to win and banned 
the party. 

More than 60,000 people 
have died in the conflict 
involving several militant 
groups including the Islam- 
ic Salvation Army, the FIS 
military wing. 


Pollard’s wife 
launches 
hunger strike 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
wife of Jonathan Pollard, an 
American Jew jailed for life 
for spying for Israel, began a 
hunger strike in Jerusalem on 
Sunday to demand bis 


years in prison for his activi- 
ties on behalf of Israel and it 
is clear that his appeals for 
pardon from the United 
States have no chance of suc- 
cess.” Esther Pollard told 
Israel Radio. 

“The ball is now in Prime, j 
Minister Benyaral*; 

Netanyahu's court The time 
for fine words is over — now 
it’s time to act,” she said. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Satur- 
day be was disappointed at 
U.S. President BUI Clinton’s 
rejection of a second pardon 
request from Pollard. 

‘The Israeli government is 
disappointed in this decision 
and the prime minister will 
continue to work to obtain 
the release of Jonathan Pol- 
lard,” an official at the prime 
minister's office said. Me 
Netanyahu's spokesman Shai 
Bazak said Sunday the Israeli 
leader “has already worked a 
lot on Jonathan POllaid’s 
behalf, both in opposition 
and since he came to power. 
Several days ago be sent a 
message to Mr. Clinton ask- 
ing for a pardon." 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 


14:03 . 


14:26 . 
14:35 . 


15:00 , 


15:20 . 
19:00 . 


19:10 . 
22:00 . 


22:15 . 


PRAYER TIMES 
04:14 Fair 

05:44.. 
12:42 . 

Dhuhr 

16:23. 
19:41 . 
21:10.. 



CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661 757. 
Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 


St Ephraim Church Tel. 77175 1. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by rhe 
Department of Meteorology : 
Temperatures are expected to 
drop slightly but remaining 
above average by two degrees 
centigrade and winds north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas calm, 
MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 23/34 

Aqaba 28/39 

Desert s 22/36 

Jordan Valley 26/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 36. Aqaba 40 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 26 per 
cent, Aqaba 42 per cent. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mazin Nbali 830435 

Dr. Adnan Zaghloul ...898140 

Dr. Fayez Dabbas 759155 

Dr. Fakber Bilbeisi ....663412 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
A1 Aseroa pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 64494 5 

Sbmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dc GhaaTh'amneh 250080 

A I Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Zuhur AI Qadi 906606 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...98543 7 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police. 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605 S00 

Price Complaints 661176 

VKter& Sewerage 

Ammon Municipality Complaints 

— 7S71J1 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) „ — 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis ..... 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television — 773 1 i I 

Radio Jordan — .77411 1 

Water Authority — -680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


— 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..-667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al- Ah li, Abdali .664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhdjreen —777101/3 

AJ-Bashir...... .775111/26 

Army. Marita .. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital — -674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery —.865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital — (09.1986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

.(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 


HOSPITAL 


Greek 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre-. — .637 1 1 1 
(MDsfotoeCkpartment — 661! II 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .....199 ' 
Rescue POlke—192, 621 1 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.. .775121 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... .81381302 
Khalidi Maternity.—.,. 644281/6 

AJdleh Maternity. .642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .J542362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital —669131 

University Hospital 


.(02)275555 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

— — (02(247100 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia Internationa] Airport Tel. 
(08)53200-5, where it should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) 

.ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:20 Beirut (RJ) 

10:30 .New Delhi (RJ) 

15:00 London (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

19:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

04:10 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Haya Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:40 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 Kiev (6U) 

15:00 Vienna (OS) 

18:30 Athens, Istanbul (Q7> 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 


21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

05:40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba flW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:35 Beirut (RJ) 

U:00 Casablanca tRJ) 

12J0 — Amsnatiam. Chicago (RJ) 

13:15 Cairo (RJ) 

13:25 .London (RJ; 

13:25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

21:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Al ‘Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

01:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

07:45 Beirut, London (BA) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

13:00 Khartoum (SD) 

14:30 Bahrain (GF) 

15:30 Kiev (6U) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

W:30 Doha (Q7) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


20:30. Aqaba (RW) 

H3JAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dep. Amman — 8.-00 am. every Monty 
Air Damascus __X0l) pm evoy 
Dep. DamasaB —730 am every 
An: Amman 5:00 pin. every Suaday 


MARKET PRICES 

Upper/tower price m fils per kg. 


Apple.- 

Banana. ... 

-.700/500 
. -600/600 

Banana (mukhatnmar 

..520/520 

-.780/500 


.—340/270 

Carrot . 

J 50/90 

Cauliflower 

—210/130 

Cucumber (larae) 

130/80 

Cucumher (small) ., 

220/130 

Eggplant 

—220/140 

650/400 

Grapes.— ...... 

.470/300 

Lemon 

->600/400 

Marrow (large). 

_ 280/J50 

Marrow (small) — , 
Muiukhiah 

430/280 

J1Q/70 

Onion (dry) 

—15080 

Okra 

—700/500 

Orange 

Plumb. 

—400/300 

..550/250 

Pea. 

Peat 

-500/320 
_ 750/500 ^ 

Peach 

j® 0/40# 

Pepper (hot) 

Pfepper (sweet) ... 

...500/200 

—300/200 

Potato. 

-370220 
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Jordanian industry opposes 
ministry’s draft law on food 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor 
daman food industry has 
found a draft law aimed at 
regulating the industry 
much too restrictive and has 
set up 2 i panel from the 
industry’s trade associa- 
tions to draft their own 
related proposals for sub- 
mission to the Ministry of 
Health. 

At a meeting between 
health ministry officials, 
member of the Association 
Imported Food Stuffs, the 
Chamber of Industry and 
other food industry repre- 
sentatives, the private sec- 
tor said it was dismayed at 
the form and content of the 
proposed legislation. 
According to Chamber of 
Industry President KhaJ- 
doun Abu Hassan, the 
Imported Food Stuff Asso- 
ciation disagreed to the arti- 
cles of the proposed law 
which calls for the creation 
of a general corporation on 
food to assume sole respon- 
sibility for food safety in 
Jordan and would claim full 



Khaldoun Abu Hassan 

control over the monitoring 
of food production aiy j 
food quality in the market. 

“The authorities, Mr. Abu 
Hassan told the Jordan 
Times, “cannot take over 
the sole responsibility for 
food safety or close down 
private owned factories as 
stipulated by the draft law 
without consulting the food 
stuff industry.” 

He said the proposed gov- 
ernment-controlled corpo- 
ration would not only be 
totally responsible for food 
production, but would also 


control matters related to 
the employment of person- 
nel in the food industry and 
the means used for trans- 
porting food to the markets. 

The draft law contains 
provisions for standardised 
food production, for the 
import and export of the 
same and the inspection of 
stores, restaurants and other 
places dealing in food, he 
added. 

To reach a satisfactory 
agreement for all parties, 
the participants of the meet- 
ing agreed on the establish- 
ment of a committee, con- 
sisting of five representa- 
tives of the food stuff 
industry. 

This committee will study 
the different attitudes 
towards the draft law as it 
has been prepared by the 
Ministry of Health and sug- 
gest alternative that would 
respond to the concerns of 
all parties. Mr. Abu Has- 
san said. 

He said he expected the 
committee's proposal to be 
ready and presented to 
Ministry of Health within a 
week. 
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„ Dispute at electrical union 
Pollard's-* ends in board resignation 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Verbal and physical dis- 
putes over an article in an agreement 
between the Electrical Workers Union and 
the Jordan Electric Power Company 
(JEPCO) management has led to the mass 
resignation of the union board. 

During a union general assembly meeting 
Saturday evening, attended by union presi- 
dent WaJid Khayyat and the 10-member 
board, the general assembly appeared split 
over whether to accept or reject an article 
dealing with the end-of-service compensa- 
tion offered by JEPCO management in its 
agreement wifo its employees drawn up last 
October. •• ■ 

' tJmrirf sources' told the Jordan Times that 
while part of -the workers accepted the 
management's offer, others rejected it as 
infringing on their rights. 

They added that there were other argu- 
ments over the current health plan and that 
some members demanded a new plan with 


what they believe ate better conditions. 

The debate started with the exchange of 
sharp words and later led to some scuffles. 
Mr. Khayyat and his board members 
resigned and announced that an election 
would be held in two weeks to elect a new 
board. 

According to Mr Khayyat. the agreement, 
concluded in Ocl 1995 was an update to a 
1985 pact that offered end-of-employment 
compensation at the rate of 10 per cent of 
the total amount of an employee’s wages. 

He said union members were split on 
whether to accept this formula or to stick to 
the earlier agreement which . offered remit *■ 
najted employees con^pensati on m^cor*- 
dance witii the Labour Law. . ‘ 

The law stipulates that an employee will 
get half of his/her monthly wages for foe 
first four years of employment and a 
month’s pay for each of the remaining 
years of service. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment Sunday agreed to 
amend foe 1966 statute of 
the General Union of Vol- 
untary Societies (GUVS), 
and to introduce changes 
consistent with foe chang- 
ing role of voluntary soci- 
eties. 

The revised statute 
defines GUVS financial 
resources and methods of 
spending foe union’s 
funds, as well as foe annu- 
al contribution of each 


member society. 

The statute also defines 
foe terms governing the 
membership of foe execu- 
tive board. 

Commenting on the 
revised statute, GUVS 
President Abdullah Khat- 
ib said foe new amend- 
ments aim to help GUVS 
in coping with the latest 
developments of volun- 
tary work and give volun- 
tary societies foe freedom 
to carry out their projects 
smoothly without restric- 


tions or obstacles. 

“They are necessary to 
cover foe shortcomings in 
the union’s 1966 law, 
which is no longer capa- 
ble of coping with the lat- 
est developments, “ Dr. 
Khatib said 

The revised statute fixed 
foe annual contribution to 
GUVS of any society 
with less than 50 mem- 
bers at JD 50, and JD 100 
for societies with more 
than 50 members. 


Estranged husband kills in-laws, then shoots himself 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ic the Jordan Times 


SALT — A 27-year-old 
father of four Sunday shot 
three of his in-laws, killing 
two, then shot himself in 
foe head in foe Khandak 
area of Salt, according to 
witnesses and official 
sources. 

Sources said that the sus- 
pect. Abdul Razzak 
Mohammad shot his in- 
laws following a brawl over 
family problems. 

Mr. Mohammad, who was 
separated from his wife, 
frequently visited bis in- 
laws house demanding to 
have his children back, 
“and tension grew over foe 
past few weeks,” said one 
neighbour, who had wit- 
nessed foe incident. 

“On Saturday, Moham- 


mad went to his in-laws and 
asked for his children, but 
instead be was beaten-up, 
his vehicle was destroyed, 
and be had to spend a night 
in the hospital," the neigh- 
bour, Ra’ed Arabiyat told 
foe Jordan Times. 

According to Mr. Arabiy- 
at, Mr. Mohammad 
appeared at the home of his 
in-laws again the following 
day. Mr. Arabiyat said that 
Mr. Mohammad monitored 
foe house until be saw his 

father-and-mother-in-law 
exit from their home. 

According to foe eyewit- 
ness, Mr. Mohammed" drew 
his gun and shot his in-laws 
at least ten times. 

“It was a horrible scene,” 
Mr. Arabiyat said. 

Mr. Mohammad then 
entered the bouse and shot 
the couple’s son, Alaedin 


Ismael, 18, three times, the 
neighbour added. 

TTie deceased were identi- 
fied by officials as Nae'l 
Ismael. 50. and his wife 
Suad Ibrahim, 50. 

The youth is being treated 
at Salt Government Hospi- 
tal and is listed in critical 
condition, according to offi- 
cial sources. 

Another witness said that 
later Mr. Mohammad left 
foe house, drew a gun and 
shot himself in the bead. 

‘T heard several gun shots 
coming from Mr. Ismael’s 
house, then I saw Mr. 
Mohammad leave foe 
house, stand in foe coun- 
yard, draw a second gun 
and shoot himself in foe 
head,” said Tarek Ensour, 
17. 

According to official 
sources, Mr. Mohammad, a 


sergeant at the Public Secu- 
rity Department, has a slim 
chance of survival. He is 
being treated at King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre. 


Police arrest suspects 

in fraud ring 


Meanwhile, Zarqa police 
recently apprehended a 
group of women who 
allegedly defrauded home- 
makers of JD 500,000 
worth of jewellery, accord- 
ing to official sources. 

According to the source, 
the suspect visited their vic- 
tims during the day claim- 
ing that they could predict 
their future and read their 
palms and coffee cups. 

The scheme involved con- 
vincing their victims to put 
their jewellery in a piece of 


cloth in order as pan of the 
fortune telling. 

The perpetrators would 
distract their victims and 
meanwhile exchange the 
jewelleiy-filled cloth with 
another doth filled with 
small stones. 

The suspects would then 
leave the victims’ homes. 

Police said they were able 
to apprehend foe women 
from foe victims’ descrip- 
tions. 

They said they retrieved 
most of foe jewellery from 
under foe suspects’ mat- 
tresses. 

Police would release no 
information on the suspects 
except to say that they were 
being held in custody pend- 
ing further investigations. 


Bosnia embassy still hopeful on finding minimum number of voters 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Attempts by 
the Bosnia-Herzegovina 
embassy in Amman to track 
down a minimum number 
of Bosnian nationals resid- 
ing in the Middle East in 
Older to open a voting cen- 
tre here for the coming 
Bosnian general elections 
have so far been fruitless, 
said a Bosnian envoy. 

According to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina Charge d' Af- 
faires Mohammed Mra- 
borovic, “Complying with 
international taws, Sarajevo 
asked our embassy here to 
register at least 6,000 Bosn- 
ian nationals residing in 
Jordan, Syria, Palestine, 
Iraq and Israel as a result of 
the war in former 
Yugoslavia, to open a vot- 
ing centre in Amman ” he 
said. 

Notwithstanding foe 
announcements in newspa- 
pers* and on television and 
radio in Jordan and other 


countries covered by foe 
Bosnian embassy in 
Amman, (Syria, Palestine, 
Iraq and Israel). Mr. Mfa- 
horovic regretted that “until 
now, we have not been able 
to enlist enough voters to 
open a polling centre ” 

The Bosnian embassy in 
A mman has until August 5 
to put together a list of vot- 
ers, before the Sept. 14 
Bosnian elections. 

“We also contacted foe 
ministries of foreign afraits 
of different countries in foe 
region and asked the UN 
organisations for refugees, 
but could not put together 
representative and reliable 
figures yet,” he explained, 
addiDg that “it might be a 
matter of time” 

As a result of the four- 
year war which shattered 
Bosnia and claimed the 
lives of more than half a 
million civilians and mili- 
tary personnel, 150,000 of 
which were Bosnian-Serbs 
and 50,000 Bosoian-Croai- 
ians, embassy sources esti- 


mate that around 500 
Bosnians found refuge in 
Jordan in the past year. 
These refugees, he said 
were aided by the 
Hashemite Charity Organi- 
sation and U.N. agencies. 

The Bosnian embassy 
speculates that there might 
be up to 15.000 Bosnians 
currently residing in the 
Middle East 

“Many of them came to 
this region in major migra- 
tory waves starting from the 
30s. and they still hold 
Bosnian passports,” Mr. 
Mrahorovic explained. 

Stressing the role played 
by Jordanians from all 
walks of life in' helping 
Bosnian families and vic- 
tims of foe wak the Bosnian 
ambassador expressed his 
people's thanks to Jordan. 

The coming general elec- 
tions are going to be the 
first since Bosnia declared 
its independence on April 6, 
1992, only to be invaded by 
Serbian troops that: ( very 
same day. 


The Bosnians are going to 
the polls to elect apresident, 
aparli ament and local coun- 
cils. 

The 15 parties so far run- 
ning for the elections, “rep- 
resent all political lines, 
from left to right,” Mr. Mra- 
horovic said. 

Along with parties 
inspired by the former 
Yugoslavian communist 
regime, new liberal or 
nationalist parties as well as 
parties tackling specific 
issues or targeting a specif- 
ic constituency, (such as the 
“Party for the Economic 
Progress” and foe 
“Women’s Party’), can be 
found. 

“Each of them has its own 
ideas about how to cany on 
tbe reconstruction of the 
country after the war, and 
made of this issue the cen- 
tral point of its political 
programme” Mr. Mra- 
horovic explained. 

Particularly favoured 
seems to be the “Social 
Democratic Action Party,” 


headed by current President 
Ali Izer’ ’ovic. 

“T* : ier option could 

be a ui ..ad coalition among 
all the oppositions, but it 
seems unlikely to be 
achieved,” the Bosnian 
ambassador told the Jordan 
Times. 

Among the candidates for 
president, particularly well- 
liked and strongly support- 
ed seems to be Vladimir 
Srebrov. 

Bosnian-Serb, fighter in 
foe Bosnian resistance 
against the Serbian occupa- 
tion and jailed and tortured 
by Serbian troops, Dr. Sre- 
brov, also a renowned intel- 
lectual and writer, could 
have the right credentials to 
be elected, according to Mr. 
Mrahorovic. 

“But the most shameful 
thing is that all those who 
where compelled to leav^ to 
escape foe ethnic cleansing, 
well not be allowed to vote 
in their own lanjl,” he com- 
mented. 


Official says Awqaf ministry 
prepares for JD1.5m investment 


« a y- * 


AMMAN (Petra) — Direc- 
tor of the Waqf Develop- 
ment and Investment 
Department Riad Abu 
Tayeh Sunday said that tbe 
Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs is currently 
implementing several 
investment projects at the 
cost of JD 1.5 million in dif- 
ferent parts of foe country. 

The projects, include foe 
construction of warehouses 
and offices. 

Mr Abu Tayeh said in an 
interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that 
tbe ministry had allocated 
JD 1420,000 to finance 
seven investment projects 


by foe end of this year, in 
addition to five others to be 
financed through profit- 
sharing from the Orphans 
Fnnd (OF). 

The ministry, be said, has 
also invited tenders from 
four consulting companies 
to study and prepare plans 
for starting investment pro- 
jects on 300 plots of waqf 
land in various parts of the 
country. 

Mr. Abu Tayeh added that 
foe ministry’s future plans 
are to establish two mar- 
kets: one in Quraish Streer 
in Amman and another in’ 
Irbid, which will also be 
financed by tbe OF. . 


Controversial French philosopher to 
meet with writers union in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T) — Arab 
Writers Association (AWA) 
President Fakbri Kawar 
told the Jordan Times Sun- 
day that french philosopher 
and human rights activist 
Roger Garaudy is expected 
in Amman Thursday for a 
three-day visit and meet- 
ings with writers, human 
rights activists, and politi- 
cal parties. 

Mr. Kawar said that Mr. 
Garaudy, who was invited 
by botb the AWA and A1 
Dustour Arabic daily, will 
attend a seminar and a press 
conference at Hittin refogee 
camp east of Amman. 

. Mr. Garaudy, added Mr 


Kawar, will meet with rep- 
resentatives of Jordanian 
political parties as well as 
intellectuals to discuss what 
many observers say is a 
Zionist campaign a gains t 
the writer’s book. The 
Founding Myths of Israeli 
Politics, in which be ques- 
tions foe extent of the Nazi 
holocaust against tbe Jews. 

Mr Garaudy, who last 
week visited Lebanon, is 
currently in Syria on a tour 
of tbe region in response to 
invitations by Arab intellec- 
tuals. During his three-day 
nip to Lebanon, which 
started on July 21, Mr 
Garaudy • visited . Qana 


where more than 100 
Lebanese refugees were 
killed during tbe Israeli 
bombing of southern 
Lebanon last April. . 

According to Mr Kawar, 
Mr. Garaudy’s book, which 
was banned in European 
countries, has been translat- 
ed into Arabic in Beirut and 
Cairo and is now sold in' 
Amman bookshops. 

Mr. Kawar expressed 
AWA’s full solidarity with 
Mr. Garaudy,' a former 
communist who converted 
to Islam and is married to 
Palestinian poet Salma Jay- 
ousi. 


Iranian troops in northern Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 
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guerrillas have reinforced 
their positions in Iraq’s 
mountainous border region. 

The DPIK radio, quoted 
by IRNA, said foe Kurdish 
■•^rebels killed two people 
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' and wounded three others 
in an attack on Wednesday. 

Iranian forces have sever- 
al times in foe past years 
launched air attacks or 
shelled Kurdish bases 
inside Iraq in retaliation for 
cross-border raids. 

Iran, like neighbouring 
Iraq, Turkey and Syria, has 
a sizeable Kurdish minori- 
ty. with an estimated two 


million Kurds and some 
factions waging an armed 
campaign for autonomy. 

Tbe DPIK was created in 
1945, and along with foe 
Communist Kumaleh is the 
main Kurdish formation 
fighting foe Tehran govern- 
ment from Iraq. 

Its leadership was deci- 
mated several years ago by 
a string of attacks, includ- 
ing foe assassination in 
1 992 of four of its top lead- 
ers in Berlin. 

German authorities sus- 
pect Iran of being behind 
the 1992 killings but 
Tehran denies foe charges. 
The DPIK is now led by 
Abdollah Hassanzadeb. 


Arafat hails Ayyash 


(Continued from page X) 


peace with security in his 
campaign ahead of May 29 
elections. He won by less 
than a percentage po-inL 
Mr. Arafat affirmed his 
commitment to peace 
moves with Israel but 
warned: “There will be no 
comprehensive and just 
peace unless it is on all 
Arab tracks." 


On Friday, Israel Radio 
said Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Lew ^ 
demanded Mr. Arafat close 
three offices operating in 
Arab East Jerusalem. Mr. 

- Levy's spokesman was not 
available ro comment. Mr. 
Arafat spokesman Nabil 
Abu Rdainah refused to 
comment. 


Damascus says Ross failed 


(Continued from page 1) 


Israeli leaders “want to nib 
out five years of peace 
efforts” and “impose a 
peace on their conditions.” 

Right-wing, nationalist 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
ruled out trading further 
Arab land for peace since 
he took power last month, 
and has notably refused to 
discuss foe return of foe 
Golan Heights to Syria. 

Syria is demanding the 
return of foe strategic 
plateau, captured by Israel 
during foe 1967 war and 
annexed in 1981, as a con- 


dition of making peace with 
foe Jewish state. 

The government daily 
Tishrin congratulated 
Lebanon on Sunday fin its 
“rejection” of a plan for a 
conditional Israeli with- 
drawal from a border snip 
occupied by tbe Jewish 
state in South Lebanon. 

“Lebanon saw in this 
proposition a manoeuvre to 
separate the Lebanese and 
Syrian tracks and to sow foe 
seeds of distrust between 
Syria and Lebanon by giv- 
ing the latter a peace which 
banns its sovereignty and 
allows Israel to intervene in 
its affairs under the pretext 


of security” said the paper. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
vowed not to sign peace 
with Israel without the 
other. 

Mr. Netanyahu, in a bid to 
advance peace negotiations, 


proposed to Mr. Ross last 
week a “Lebanon first” 
deal, under which Israeli 
troops would withdraw 
from foe border strip in 
return for the disarming of 
tbe Hizbollah guerrillas. 


U.S. team in Bahrain 


(Continued from page 1) 


said Najjar, who was held 
prisoner in Iraq for one and 
half months during the 
occupation. 

The Kuwaiti press follows 
minutely every Iraqi block- 
ing tactic against U.N. 
weapons inspectors, while 
hundreds of families wait 
for news of relatives they 
say are still being held in 
Iraq. 

“For us Kuwait is liberat- 
ed geographically and 
everything, but deep inside 
not yet,” said Khaldoun Al- 


Sane, who has campaigned 
tirelessly to highlight tbe 
plight of his missing broth- 
er, uncle and two cousins. 

Kuwait lists more than 
600 people who were 
arrested by Iraqi troops or 
simply vanished without 
trace during foe invasion, 
and are still missing. 

‘'With 600 people, if you 
take .each one's first and 
second cousin, that’s almost 
every street in Kuwait,” said 
Me Sane, describing bow 
many families in this coun- 
try of 700.000 Kuwaitis are 
affected. 
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Burundi ruler says no more Hutu refugee expulsions 


Britons want 
handgun ban, 
poll finds 






BUJUMBURA m> — 
Burundi's new military ruler 
Major Pierre Buyoya said on 
Sunday he was halting forced 
expulsions of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees in a move apparent- 
ly aimed at defusing interna- 
tional criticism of his 
takeover of power in a coup. 

Maj. Buyoya, a Tutsi, said 
his government would not 
force Rwandan Hutus to go 
back to the homeland which 
they had fled in fear of retri- 
bution for the mass killings 
of Rwandan Tursis by Hutus 
in 1994. 

“Our government will 
respect international law. 
including the protection of 
the refugees on our soil," he 
told a news conference. 

An army operation last 
week, launched before 
Thursday's coup, in which 
15,000 Hutus were sent back 
to Rwanda from northern 
Burundi was roundly con- 
demned. More than 70,000 
Hutus remain in camps in the 
north. 

The repatriations were car- 
ried out by Burundian 
authorities and their 
Rwandan counterparts and 
had the backing of President 
Sylvestre Ntibantunganya. 
who was deposed by Maj. 
Buyoya. 

An estimated 150,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Burundi in three years of vio- 
lence driven by fear and 
hatred between Hutus, who 


make up about 85 per cent of 
the population and Tuisis. 
who dominate the military 
and state apparatus. 

Burundi and Rwanda have 
a similar ethnic mix and their 
poltics are intertwined. 

Maj. Buyoya repeated his 
opposition to foreign inter- 
vention to end the killing in 
Burundi. 

The intervention of for- 
eign troops has been very 
badly received by the people. 
The solution to our problems 
is political dialogue," be said. 

But Hutus in Bujumbura's 
Kamenge suburb said they 
wanted outside intervention. 

"We demand that the inter- 
national community inter- 
vene militarily. The coup is a 
catastrophe for this country 
and only a fool would believe 
it is accepted by the popula- 
tion,'* said Francois 
Nkenyerere, 29. standing 
outside a Catholic church. 

He said the rebel National 
Council for the Defence of 
Democracy (CNDD) of 
Leonard Nyangoma was 
likely to grow. 

T can understand what 
Nyangoma is doing and I 
fully support him. He wants 
to reform the country. He has 
the arms to do it and the army 
trembles when his soldiers 
pass,” Mr. Nkenyerere said. 

Kamenge is a “no-go” area 
for Tutsis, since violence 
there during an attempted 
coup in 1993. Today the sub- 


urb, which is full of bumt-out 
houses, is almost deserted 
after the Tutsi-dominated 
army last year tried to reim- 
pose their control. 

Hundreds of Tutsi youths 
returned to Bujumbura's 
streets in force on Sunday, 
r unnin g through the town and 
along the shore of Lake 
Tanganyika, chanting and 
singing under the watchful 
eye of the militaiy. 

They said the “sports exer- 
cise” was part of normal 
Sunday activity and denied ii 
was pan of preparations for 
the defence of the capitaL 

U.N. officials said rural 
areas were reported to be as 
calm as the capital and there 
were no signs of major vio- 
lence. 

U.S. special envoy to 
Burundi. Howard Wolpe, 
was expected in the Ugandan 
capital Kampala later in the 
day as part of a round of 
regional shuttle diplomacy. 

He was expected to be 
briefed on talks between the 
presidents of Tanzania and 
Uganda, who earlier met 
Julius Nyerere, heads of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) effort to end 
the Burundi crises. 

The presidents condemned 
the coup but said any action 
would be decided at a sum- 
mit in Arusha, Tanzania on 
Wednesday. 



LONDON (R) — Nearly 
three-quarters of Britons 
want the government to 
ban private ownership of 
handguns, an opinion poll 
published on Saturday 
found. The NOP poll for 
the Sunday Times newspa- 
per found that 72 per cent 
of the 1-500 adults ques- 
tioned favoured a ban, with 
21 per cent against one. 
Britons have been debating 
stronger restrictions on gun 
ownership since firearms 
fanatic Thomas Hamilton 
mowed down 16 small 
children and their teacher 
in a Scottish school gym 
last March. The country 
already has strict gun laws. 
Martyn Dunn, whose five- 
year-old daughter Charlotte 
was killed in the massacre, 
has been leading a cam- 
paign to get handguns 
banned. “There is no rea- 
son for anyone to have 
these weapons and from 
the reaction I get, more and 
more of die public want to 
see a total ban on privately- 
held handguns.” die news- 
paper quoted Dunn as say- 
ing. 
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A Hutu woman, displaced by the fighting in nearby Kamenge district, listens to a message of peace during a church 
service in Bujumbura Sunday. Hutus have expressed anger and fear at the military coup d'etat which imposed a 
Ttitsi president and suspended political activities and the constitution (Reuters photo) 


Canada thieves 
grab $3 million 
in coins ‘ 


‘Do nothing 9 U.S . Congress kicks into action 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
After months of partisan 
bickering and charges of a 
“do-nothing Congress” law- 
makers are suddenly on the 
brink of passing major new 
laws including health and 
welfare reform and a mini- 
mum wage increase. 

The burst of activity has 
been motivated by worry 
that public disgust with 
Congress’s lacklustre record 
to date could produce a 
voter backlash in the Nov. 5 
elections. 

“I'm cautiously optimistic 
that we’re going to be able 
to go back (home) and say 
we’ve done some good 
work in a bipartisan way,” 
said Texas Democratic 
Representative Charlie 
Stenhoim. 

“We were called a ‘do- 
nothing’ Congress. When 
that sticks, it hurts." he said- 


Congressional leaders 
hope to finish before their 
s u miner recess at the end of 
this week a sweeping 
reform bill which would end 
a six-decade entitlement to 
welfare payments. 

They also are on the verge 
of passing the first major 
health bill since President 
Bill Clinton's grand plan for 
universal health insurance 
died in J994. The new 
health bill would help 
Americans keep insurance 
if they changed jobs or 
became ill. 

Lawmakers caution there 
are still hurdles ahead. 

President Clinton has not 
endorsed the welfare reform 
bill championed by 
Republicans, which would 
also limit welfare payments 
to a maximum of five years 
for each person. Senate 
Democratic leader Tom 


Daschle said on Friday the 
White House has enough 
concerns that a veto is pos- 
sible. 

On the health bill, key 
lawmakers removed the 
main obstacle to approval 
when they reached a biparti- 
san deal on Thursday on the 
contentious issue of tax- 
deferred medical savings 
accounts. These would 
allow some Americans to 


put money in savings for 
future health, care. Other 


future health, care. Other 
disputes repiain over the 
legislation. 

Still, the chances that sig- 
nificant reforms will be 
passed by a Republican- 
controlled Congress and 
signed into law by a 
Democratic president in the 
coming weeks are far better 
than many lawmakers had 
expected. 

“I think there's no ques- 


tion that the country needs 
agreement on health insur- 
ance and welfare reform. 
The Congress wants to 
show that we can produce,” 
said Senate majority leader 
Trent Lott. 

The deal on health care 
also has cleared the decks 
for approval of an increase 
in the minimum wage to 
$5.15 an hour from the cur- 
rent $4.25. Lawmakers 
hope they can also finish 
work on the minimum wage 
and a small business tax bill 
by the summer recess. 

Less noticed in all the 
hubbub last week, lawmak- 
ers went ahead and passed a 
bipartisan bill creating a 
uniform rule for residues of 
cancer-causing chemicals in 
U.S. food — ending not 
months but decades of argu- 
ment over the issue. 

The measure wipes out the 


195S delaney clause, which 
had banned any trace of 
cancer-causing pesticides in 
processed food and replaces 
it with a new risk standard 
— one in a million over a 
lifetime — for raw and 
processed foods. 

Analysts said with the 
election looming, both par- 
ties want to be able to show 
some successes. All 435 
members of the House of 
Representatives and. a third 
of the 100 senators are up 
for re-election. 

“Perhaps they're begin- 
ning to look more closely at 
the November election 
deadline that's looming 
large and think some bipar- 
tisan spirit will have an 
impact on incumbents.” said 
Karlyn Bowman, an analyst 
with the American 
Enterprise Institute. 


Japanese-Chinese 
islands row escalates 


Soldiers kill 12 rebels in Kashmir 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
row with Taiwan and China 
over islands claimed by 
each nation escalated on 
Sunday with reports that 
Tokyo's coastguard ships 
were on alert to use force if 
necessary to repel a 
Taiwanese protest flotilla. 

The reports said in recent 
days deployment of 
Japanese patrol boats has 
been changed to put them 
in position to act if the fish- 
ing boat flotilla sailed 
towards the islands in the 
East China Sea. 

The long-running row 
over the islands flared 
again two weeks ago when 
the ultra-rightist Japanese 
youth federation erected a 
symbolic aluminium light- 
house on one of the islands. 

The uninhabited islands, 
which each nation claims 
are within 200 km of their 
coast, are known as the 
Senkaku islands in Japan, 
and the Diaoyu Isles by 
China and Taiwan. 

The prize for ownership 
of the five small islands and 
three reefs surrounding 
them is believed to be rich 
deposits of oil and natural 
gas. 

Trawlermen in northern 
Taiwan, who fish near the 
islands, have said they plan 
to send up to 200 boats into 
the area as a protest at the 
erection of the lighthouse. 

Spokesmen for Japan's 
foreign ministry and mar- 
itime safety agency (MSA), 
the country's coastguard, 
had no comment on the 
reports of gathering moves 
to repel the planned flotilla. 

Kyodo news service, 
quoting government 
sources, said on Sunday 
Tokyo had decided to use 
boats and planes if neces- 


sary to keep the fishing 
boats out of what it 
described as Japan's territo- 
rial waters. 

“The sources said Japan 
would have to force the 
ships out of Japanese 
waters in accordance with 
domestic law by sending 
maritime safety agency 
patrol boats and aircraft, if 
necessary,” Kyodo report- 
ed. 

In another report, the 
Mainichi newspaper on 
Sunday said participation 
by two coastguard boats in 
traditional civilian festival 
events at this time of the 
year had been cancelled to 
deploy the ships to the dis- 
puted area. 

“The MSA has been dis- 
patching large-scale patrol 
boats towards the east 
China Sea. while a series of 
of events which have given 
civilians a chance to ride on 
the boats has been can- 
celled,” the newspaper 
reported. 

There have been conflict- 
ing reports about when the 
Taiwanese flotilla would 
head for the islands with 
some estimates saying it 
would set out as early as 
next Wednesday. 

But in a report from 
Taiwan on Sunday, Kyodo 
said fishery leaders had 
decided to hold a mass rally 
against Japan in Taipei on 
August 5, followed by a 
large-scale protest at sea 
two weeks later if the light- 
house was not dismantled 
by then. 

Beijing has so far played 
a low key role in the dis- 
pute, insisting the islands 
belong to China but saying 
it wants the matter to be 
settled by friendly negotia- 
tions. 


SRINAGAR (AP) — Army 
soldiers gunned down 12 
rebels who fired at them in 
Kashmir on Sunday, a mili- 
tary official said. In two other 
incidents in the northern state 
that Muslim separatists want 
to break away from India, six 
people were killed. 

Array soldiers searching for 
militants encountered a hail 
of bullets from the rebels and 
fired back, said a defence 
ministry spokesman in 
Srinagar, the state capital. 

Ten guerrillas were killed in 
Kurali Parey village in 
Baramullah district, about 60 
kilometres north of Srinagar, 
said the spokesman, who can- 
not be identified under brief- 
ing rules. 

A rebel sympathiser from 
neighbouring Pakistan was 
killed in another encounter in 
Kadalbal village in Badgam 
district. 35 kilometres west of 
Srinagar, be said. 

The third incident, in 
Panzatwanpur village in 
An an mag district, left one 
rebel dead, he said. 

No casualties were reported 
among the soldiers in all three 
incidents, he said. The official 


gave no other details. 

The Indian government 
says Pakistani guerrillas often 
fight alongside with Kashmiri 
rebels. India accuses Pakistan 
of training and arming 
Kashmiri rebels. Pakistan 
denies the charge and says it 
only lends them moral sup- 
port. 

In another incident, a gun- 
man guarding a rebel office 
fired at a motorscooter, which 
exploded and killed six peo- 
ple, injured 17 others and 
damaged 26 houses on 
Saturday, police said. 

The blast was so powerful 
that it blew up the two occu- 
pants of the vehicle and 
instantly killed four passersbv 
at the village, 55 kilometres 
south of Kashmir. 

The identity of the two peo- 
ple in the motorscooter was 
not immediately known. The 
gunman fired at them when 
they refused to move the 
vehicle from outside the main 
gate. 

Six of the injured were hos- 
pitalised in critical condition, 
police said. The blast dam- 
aged windows and doors at 
nearby houses. 


On Sunday afternoon, an 
explosion at the Badarwah 
police station injured three 
paramilitary soldiers, police 
said. Details of the blast at the 
village, about 250 kilometres 
south of Srinagar, were not 
immediately known. 

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility for the 
explosion and .it was nor 
immediately clear if it was a 
bomb. Two of the soldiers 
were in critical condition, 
police said. 

Dozens of paramilitary sol- 
diers who are fighting the 
Muslim insurrection in 
Kashmir live in tents in the 
police complex in Badarwah 
in Jammu province. 

Kashmir is the only stare in 
India with a Muslim majority. 
In the rest of India, Hindus 
account for 82 per cent of the 
930 million population. 

A dozen militant outfits 
have been fighting Indian sol- 
diers to make Kashmir break 
away from India since 1989. 
Some want Kashmir to 
become independent, while 
others want it to join with 
Pakistan, India's arch-enemy. 


Christian fundamentalist rebels 
battle with Ugandan army 


KAMPALA (R) — 

Christian fundamentalist 
rebels fought a running bat- 
tle with Uganda army units 
near Kitgum, northern 
Uganda, in an attempt to 
overrun several army posi- 
tions on Saturday, military 
officials said Sunday. 

They said the Lord’s 1 
Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels attacked army posts 
north of Kitgum, close to 
Uganda’s border with the 
Sudan, but were repulsed 


after heavy fighting. 

No casualties were report- 
ed from either side but the 
rebels looted property from 
nearby villages, the offi- 
cials, contacted by tele- 
phone in Gulu, 345 km 
north of Kampala, said. 
Hundreds of villagers fled 
into Kitgum town for safe- 
ty- 

The LRA attacked close 
to the area where it killed 
100 Sudanese refugees in 
an attack on their comp near 


Kitgum earlier this month. 

The army has deployed 
over 12,000 troops in north- 
ern Uganda in a bid to end 
the nine-year-old insur- 
gency by rebels led by 30- 
y ear-old former catechist 
Joseph Kony. Five thousand 
army veterans have been 
recalled for active service. 

LRA rebels have killed 
more than 400 people since 
February, when their latest 
offensive started. 


Sri Lankan troops 
brace for another 


offensive; 70 killed 


COLOMBO (.AFP) — Sri Lankan troops braced Sunday 
for another onslaught against Tamil guerrillas after 10 
soldiers were killed in the northern peninsula of Jaffna, 
taking the weekend death toll to more than 70. 

An officer was among the 10 soldiers killed Sunday, 
the- military said, but no further details were immediate- 
ly available. An army source, however, said it could have 
been^ffie result of ir pressure mine. 

The killings came a day after a sniper shot dead an 
army major in Jaffna. Sunday's attack was also the worst 
against the military in the region since the Tigers killed 
13 soldiers on a bunker line two weeks ago. 

The latest casualties came as hundreds of soldiers kepi 
up a major drive against the powerful Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), after capturing a key town a day 
earlier south of the Jaffna peninsula. 

The military took control over Jaffna a vast region 
which has been a stronghold of the Tigers and the sym- 
. bol of Tamil separatism, following a series of military 
operations begun in October. 

The army seized Jaffna town in December and the rest 
of the peninsula in April-May. Since then, LTTE infiltra- 
tors have been staging hit-and-run attacks. A suicide 
bomb attack on July 4 killed 31 people. 

Military officials said troops were setting up bunkers 
and fox holes in the town of Paranthan after advancing 
10 kilometres into territory held by the LTTE early 
Saturday. 

“There has not been much activity overnight," a mili- 
tary spokesman here said. “There is a process of consol- 
idation on while long-range attacks continue against ter- 
rorist positions." 

The defence ministry said troops would resume their 
advance into rebel territory after establishing better 
defences ar Paranthan, which had been deserted by civil- 
ians months ago. 

"The LTTE had chased civilians from Lhe area and used 
all buildings and other facilities for their activities.” the 
ministry said, adding the area was used to fire mortars at 
the nearby Elephant Pass army base. 

After taking Paranthan, Sri Lankan troops are six kilo- 
metres from the bigger town of Kilinochchi, where the 
Tigers moved their political headquarters after losing 
Jaffna. 

Seventeen soldiers were killed in fighting since Friday 
and nearly 60 wounded in the battle for Paranthan. The 
defence ministry said 42 guerrillas were also killed, but 
the LTTE said it lost only two fighters. 

On Sunday, the LTTE, in a statement from London, 
said more than 100,000 people had fled Kilinochchi and 
its suburbs following heavy shelling by the Sri Lankan 
armed forces. 

“Artillery shells are raining down on Tamil habita- 
tions,” it said. 

Militaiy analysts say the government launched the 
offensive in the island's north after the LTTE overran a 
major military garrison in the northeastern town of 
Mullaitivu last week massacring more than 1,200 sol- 
diers. 

It was the worst military debacle in the dragging ethnic 
conflict which has claimed more than 50,000 "lives. 

On Saturday, array reinforcements which recaptured 
Mullaitivu after seven days of heavy fighting withdrew 
front the garrison after finding no survivors. ** 

The government has admitted to only around 300 
deaths in the military. 

Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgaraar admitted 
Sunday char the Mullaitivu debacle was **a very serious 
blow," but said the loss of one base did not mean much 
to the government in the long-term. 

He told foreign correspondents that Colombo would <*o 
for further dialogue with the LTTE only if it renounced 
violence, surrendered a substantial quantity of arms, and 
agreed to time-bound talks. 


MONTREAL (R) — 

Canadian S2 coins, valued 
at $3 million (Canadian) 
and weighing as much as 
60 metric tonnes are the 
objects of a police search 
on Sunday after a truck car- 
rying the coins was 
hijacked eight days ago. 
police told the Canadian 
Press Agency. In what the 
royal Canadian mint is call- 
ing the largest theft of 
coins in the nation's histo- 
ry, bold thieves entered a 
railroad yard in central 
Montreal during the day, 
foynd a tractor-trailer car- 
rying 1.5 million $2 coins 
and drove off. the agency 
reported. “It was broad 
daylight and people didn't 
notice the disappearance of 
the truck,” Montreal police 
chief inspector Robert 
Picard, told the news 
agency on Friday. The 
truck was found in the sub- 
urbs, minus the coins, 
called “toonies.” Prospects 
for their recovery are not 
good, according to Joean- 
Pierre Tremblay, vice pres- 
ident of Manufacturing for 
the Canadian Mint. “There 
is no way of tracing the 
loonies because they are 
not numbered," Mr. 
Tremblay said. “We’ve 
produced and issued up to 
now about 225 million $2 
coins (this year) and I 
would suspect they're all 
identical. I wouldn’t put 
any money on it,” he 
replied when asked about 
the chances for recovery. 
According to Inspector 
Picard, who is in charge of 
the investigation, the 
money arrived in Montreal 
the day before the theft on 
Saturday, July 20. “We’re 
not saying it was or wasn't 
an inside job,” said Picard, 
“but this trailer-truck was 
among a Jot of others. It 
wasn't alone. There are 
thousands of containers 
and trucks there.” The 
inspector is more opti- 
mistic than Trembley that 
the thieves will be appre- 
hended. “If the guys use 
the coins to get everything 
they buy in their life." he 
said, “people are going to 
start to ask questions. It’s 
not easy to get rid of.” 


ipeople I 
downpour 


- 



fc**-«* 

-rr 


JS 

1 


f*-T| tw 


ft****? 

• 

"ft l 


cm rn 




hrlscn 

He 

s** of 
■■hr ■ 

Ti’PdS 

Hr# 

gft 

aftrrta 

p*.j**« 

vf.jl a 

o*mW 

I**** 

* si*} 


to 

spBKie ■ 


Cat saves 25 
lives, loses two 


. ‘ 4 ~ Aw* s< 


HANAU. Germany (AFP) 
— A cat was the unlik ely 
heroine in a fire overnight 
in the western German city 
of Gelnhausen, waking her 
master from a deep sleep as 
his apartment was con- 
sumed by flames, police 
said Sunday, Awakened by 
fhe cat's persistent miao- 
iog. he was able to alert 
firemen in time for them to 
evacuate the building's 25 
residents safe and sound — 
apart from the cat’s two 
offspring, which died in the 
fire. The cause of the blaze 
was not immediately clear. 
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Flood victims in China 
relocated to higher ground 


■HANLl, China (R) __ 
Hundreds of peasants in cen- 
tral China have moved their 
television secs, beds and 
stoves to higher ground, fear- 
ing the mighty Yangtze River 
will burst its banks after less- 
er floods inundated their 
farmland- 

''We have nothing more to 
eat," Dong Houran. a 48- 
year-old farmer, said in an 
interview outside the 
makeshift tent into which he 
■v>and his family of seven 
' amoved last week. 

Floods have submerged 
Mr. Dong's 1 .3 hectares'” of 
land planted with cotton, soy- 
beans, sesame seeds and 
watermelons, causing 10,000 
yuan <S 1.200) in economic 
Josses. 

“Life is really difficult,” 
Mr. Dong said. TU have to 
work odd jobs after the water 
recedes." 

Mr. Dong is one of several 
hundred residents of Xinshi 
village in Jianli county in 
central Hubei province who 
have been ordered by local 
authorities to move what 
remains of their possessions 
to dykes lest the Yangtze 
River burst its banks. 

The Yangtze — Asia’s 
longest river — had swollen 
to 28.66 metres, its highest 
level since 1954. 

Devastating floods from 
■ torrential rains and overflow- 
ing rivers and tributaries have 
killed more than 1,600 peo- 


pJ e across China this year 
inundated millions of 
f of fannl aiKl and 
forced many factories to stop 
production. 

Estimates of damage 
throughout China have 
soared to 94.1 billion yuan 
(SI 1.3 billion) in the nine 
nardesr-hit southern and cen- 
tral provinces of Anhui, 
Guangxi, Guizhou. Hubei, 
Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi 
Sichuan and Zhejiang. 

CTuna’s Red Cross Society 
has appealed for 4.4 million 
Swiss francs ($3.64 million) 
in emergency aid and Beijing 
has allocated more than 900 
million yuan ($108 million) 
of aid. 

With flood wafers receding 
in many areas, a health offi- 
cial said the chief task now 
was to clean up the debris 
and to disinfect while pre- 
venting outbreaks of epidem- 
ic diseases. 

Temperatures had climbed 
to 38 degrees Celsius (100 
degrees Fahrenheit) in 
Wuhan, provincial capital of 
Hubei, and many were suf- 
fering from heat stroke, the 
health official said by tele- 
phone. 

Tents were needed to shel- 
ter the one million exhausted 
troops, police and volunteers 
from the sun as they lined 
dykes holding in the rain- 
swollen waters of the 
Yangtze near Wuhan. 

With more flood peaks 


roaring toward Wuhan from 
the rain-battered upper reach- 
es of the Yangtze, officials 
said they may have to divert 
waters in six places upstream 
but declined to say where 
embankments would be 
breached in an emergency. 

China has been grappling 
with floods almost every year 
for centuries, and many fann- 
ers took this year’s floods in 
stride. 

“What can be done? It 
came from up there,” Xi 
Shanguan, a 56-year-old a 
farmer, said pointing to the 
heavens. 

The Xmgfu River, literally 
meaning “lucky”, inundated 
0.4 hectares (1.0 acres) of 
Mr. Xi's land under cotton 
and rice. 

“We haven’t bad floods like 
this for 40 years," Mr. Xi 
said. 

Mr. Xi, wearing a straw hat 
and barefoot, and workers 
were busy trying to salvage 
what was left of his crops — 
cutting and scooping up 
stalks from the flooded fields 
and drying them. 

“If it can still be eaten, 
we’ll eat iL..If not. we’ll feed 
it to pigs,” said Mr. Xi, whose 
home was knee-deep in 
water. 

Asked why there was still 
laughter after such huge loss- 
es, one woman said: "I’D 
break down into tears if 1 
don't chat with them (neigh- 
bours).” 


60 people killed in heavy 
downpours in S. Korea 


SEOUL. South Korea (AP) 
— Thousands of people 
who had fled their homes in 
a flood-stricken region near 
the North Korean border 
prepared to return Sunday 
after a two-day torrent of- 
rain that killed 57 people ' 
ended u, " : 

A storm warning in effect ' 
since Saturday in most of 
the border regions north of 
Seoul was lifted Sunday 
afternoon. Weathermen 
said the unusually active 
low-pressure system that 
affected the Korean 
.^Peninsula in the past sever- 
’ al days had retreated. 

Ami-disaster government 
officials in Seoul said the 
death roll from the rain- 
storm, the worst since 
1987. rose to 57. It also left 
70 people injured and 19 
missing. 

Landslides, flooding and 
overflowing rivers created 
by 53 centimetres of rain 
that lashed the region since 
Saturday have caused an 
estimated $10 million in 
damage on the South 
Korean side of the border. 

Though North Korean 
media have not mentioned 
the storm, authorities in the 
South say heavy down- 
pours have assailed the 
communist country’s west- 
ern rice belts, ravaged last 
year by massive floods. 

Two major border towns 
on the South Korean side. 


Yonchon and Munson, vir- 
tually disappeared under 
dark brown flood waters, 
leaving only roofs showing. 
Some 50.000 residents 
were forced to flee to near- 
by highlands. All power 
supplies and most tele- 
phones were cut off. 

“It’s time to concentrate 
on rehabilitation.” Prime 
Minister Lee Hong-Koo 
said before inspecting 
flood-ravaged regions by 
helicopter. 

He said the government 
will set aside a special bud- 
get of $175 million to assist 
the rehabilitation. Mud 
water that once submerged 
homes, paddy fields, roads 
and railways began to 
recede, officials said. 

Heavy downpours contin- 
ued until Sunday morning, 
but the skies cleared in the 
afternoon. Thousands of 
police and civil volunteers 
were immediately 

mobilised to help. 

Several hours after the 
storm warning was lifted, 
much of Yonchon, a city of 
20,000 northeast of Seoul 
still remained submerged. 
Officials said residents 
could return to their homes 
in one or two days. 

Earlier, television footage 
showed police in rubber 
boats evacuating stranded 
people through second- 
floor windows in Munsan. 
a city of 10,000 people 


north of Seoul, near the 
truce village of 
Panmunjom. Utility poles 
poked out from the swirling 
waters. . 

Hie death toil could rise 
as communications with 
isolated areas began to be 
restored, officials said It 
included a North Korean 
soldier swept into the South 
in a rain-swollen river. 

Several dikes of a tribu- 
tary of the Imjin River, 
which flows roughly along 
the border of the rival 
Koreas, caved in at several 
points. 

Cows and pigs were seen 
swept down the swift cur- 
rents as police used boats to 
search for stranded people. 

Those killed by the sud- 
den storm included 44 sol- 
diers who died Saturday 
when their barracks, built 
on steep hills for tactical 
reasons, were buried by 
landslides. Some units were 
ordered to move out into 
open areas. 

Weather officials said the 
rainstorm was the worst to 
hit South Korea since 1987 
when 100 people were 
killed or missing. 

Last year’s floods in 
North Korea, the worst in a 
century, caused property 
damage of $15 billion and 
left half a million people 
homeless, according to offi- 
cials there. 


2 dead, 200 detained as violence follows Jakarta riots 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Sporadic violence and a 
harsh security crackdown 
gripped Jakarta Sunday, a 
day after the city’s worst 
rioting in nearly a quarter 
century left two people 
dead and some 200 in 
detention. 

Thousands of armed 
troops clamped down on 
the capital Sunday, setting 
up roadblocks and round- 
ing up passersby on streets 
where burning and looting 
occured a day earlier in 
reaction to a police raid on 
an opposition party's bead- 
quarters. 

Around 200 demonstra- 
tors who staged a rally for 
ousted Indonesian 

Democracy Party leader 
Megawati Sukarnoputri 
were violently dispersed 
by troops, with at least a 
dozen “savagely" beaten 
and hauled away, witnesses 
said. 

A dozen armoured vehi- 
cles rolled into the 
Salemba suburb, where at 
least 12 buildings were 
burned Saturday, followed 
by another dozen trucks 
filled with army troops in 
full combat gear, a witness 
said. 

Brigadier General Amir 
Syarifuddin said Jakarta 
was secure and the military 
had deployed “tight securi- 
ty throughout the city to 
prevent further trouble.” 
Gen. Syarifudin said 171 
people had been detained 
as suspects in the riots, but 
state controlled television 
TVRI reported later 
Sunday that 210 bad been 
detained. 

The military spokesman 
said two people had died 
— “one of the people died 
of a heart attack in the hos- 
pital. while the other one 
was a security guard of the 
burnt bank.” 

Three banks were among 
the buildings torched dur- 
ing the riots as were two 
car showrooms, an array 
barrack and offices belong- 
ing to the agriculture min- 
istry. .• 

News reports from cen- 
tral Cipto Mangunkusumo 
hospital said five people 


died in the riots, but hospi- 
tal officials declined com- 
ment Sunday. 

Major General Sutiyoso, 
chief of Jakarta’s coordi- 
■ nating security body, was 
quoted by the official 
Antara news agency as 
saying 26 people were 
injured, and 22 buildings 
and 93 vehicles were 
burned in the riots. 

Western diplomatic 
sources estimated die num- 
ber of demonstrators who 
took part in Saturday’s vio- 
lent clashes at between 
7,000 and 10,000. 

The riots began after 
police stormed the head- 
quarters of the opposition 
Indonesian Democracy 
Party (PDI), where sup- 
porters of Ms. Megawati 
had been holed up for over 
a month. Ms. Megawati 
was ousted as PDI leader 
by the breakaway faction 
at a rebel party congress 
last month, a meeting 
which was backed by the 
government The govern- 
ment's role in opposition 
politics had led to wide- 
spread international criti- 
cism. . i 
Ms. Megawati's replace- 
ment. Suryadi, has been 
recognised as the party’s 
leader by President 
Suharto. 

There are only three legal 
parties in Indonesia. Ms. 
Megawati, daughter of 
founding President 

Sukarno, is regarded as one 
of few people who could 
seriously challenge 

President Suharto in elec- 
tions due in 1998. The 
unrest began Saturday 
morning when Ms. 
Megawati opponents gath- 
ered outside PDI headquar- 
ters and began throwing 
stones -at the building. 
Police and supporters of 
Suryadi stormed the build- 
ing. leaving dozens 
injured. Later, military 
troops charged at a crowd 
of thousands of demonstra- 
tors who refused to leave 
the area of the headquar- 
ters,' leaving scores injured, 
including women and chil- 
dren. 

Angry demonstrators 



Ad Indonesian soldier stands opposite a damaged building in Jakarta Sunday. 
Several buildings were set ablaze - by demonstrators daring day-long riots on 
Saturday^Jhe Indonesian authorities damped down on protests in the capital a day 
after the worst rioting in the city for over two decades (Reuters photo) 


turned to looting and burn- 
ing the Salemba area in the 
afternoon and evening, and 
neither the police nor the 
army' intervened. ’ Ms.' 
Megawait issued a state- 
ment Sunday condemning 
the storming of her party’s 


headquarters. “We are very 
much against the actions as 
it is blatantly against the 
law;” she said. “It is a mis- 
use of powfer ''and '’some- 
body must be made 
responsible.” 

Suharto did not mention 


the riots in a speech at a 
mosque Saturday but said, 
“The unity of our country 
is the foremost 1 capital of' : 
our people's struggle. Only 
with unity and high disci- 1 ' 
pline can we 1 "develop a 
future together.” 


2 Zimbabwe 
soldiers killed 
in Angola 

HARARE (AFP) — Two 
Zimbabwean soldiers serving 
with United Nations peace- 
keeping forces in Angola were 
killed when their vehicle hit a 
landmine Saturday, army 
headquarters announced here 
Sunday. A spokesman said 
four other Zimbabwean sol- 
diers, including a lieutenant 
colonel were seriously injured 
in the blast He would not say 
where in Angola the incident 
occurred. Zimbabwean troops 
are in the Southwest African 
stare as part of a UN. force 
overseeing the peace process 
between the government of 
“President Jose Eduardo Dos 
Santos and former rebels of 
the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA). 


U.S., Russia to push for ban on all nuclear tests 


GENEVA (R) — The United 
jS tales and Russia will spear- 
head an intensive effort start- 
ing on Monday to wrap up a 
global accord on one of the 
main arms control issues left 
over from the cold war — a 
total nuclear test ban treaty. 

The two nuclear powers, 
backed firmly by France and 
with less enthusiasm by 

Britain, will be aiming to con- 
vince 57 other countries in the 
. United Nations-sponsored dis- 
armament conference to 

approve a treaty text by the 
end of the week." 

But all eyes at the confer- 
ence, which resumes after a 
month- long break, will be on 
India which has resolutely 
resisted pressure from the big 
four as well as its non-aligned 
allies to support die accord in 
its present form. 

China also has reservations 
about the text on the table, but 
U.S. and Russian officials are 
£ confident that Beijing can be 
1 brought on board for a com- 
promise agreement that would 
allow the treaty' to be open for 
signature from September. 

The pact — officially the 


Comprehensi ve N uclear Test 
Ban Treaty or CTBT— would 
add underground explosions 
to those in the atmosphere, in 
space or under water which 
were prohibited by the 1963 
partial treaty. 

That accord between the 
then Soviet Union, the United 

States and Britain was sparked 

by recognition in Moscow and 
Washington of how close the 
world had come to nuclear tfis- 
aster during the 1962 Cuban 
missile crisis. 

ft was the first major aims 
limitation accord between the 
rival superpowers, but all 
efforts to agree an extension to 
cover underground blasts 
stumbled over mutual suspi- 
cion until the Soviet commu- 
nist empire collapsed ra I99L 
Even now, after nearly three 
vears of negotiations within 
the conference. WasIungjOT 
and Moscow have only just 
shaped a common position — 
finalised in talks last week at 
an .Asian security meeting m 

Jakarta. . 

But at that gathering 

as firm on the Issue under 1 *® 

new centre-left government as 


under the previous congress 
admin istration, refused an 
appeal by U.S. Secretary of 
Stale Warren Christopher not 
to block die treaty this week. 

With its residual fear of its 
powerful neighbour China and 
suspicion that its regional rival 
Pakistan has die capacity to 
develop nuclear weapons 
quickly, India also insists the 
treaty should set a firm target 
dare for overall disarmament 

Delhi’s adherence to the 
accord has always been con- 
sidered vital because it is one 
of die socalled “threshold 
states" — the others are 
Pakistan and Israel — which 
could either go nuclear rapidly 
or perhaps already are. ' 

Indian officials argue that 
unless the five admitted 
nuclear powers — die United 
States, Russia, China. France 
and Britain — agree to con- 
crete steps to eliminate then- 
arsenals, other countries 
would live under the shadow 
of nuclear blackmail. 

A further complicating fac- 
tor is that Pakistan has so far 
insisted it could not sign the 
treaty if India refused. 


Dis cussions in a special 
CTBT committee of the disar- 
mament conference will 
resume on Monday after a 
weekend of consultations by 
its ch airman. Dutch diplomat 
Jaap Raraaker who tabled the 
compromise text atthe end of 
June. U.S. and Russian offi- 
cials — and most developing 
country delegations — are 
hoping that India will have 
(feci dal that it will not block a 
consensus decision to send the 
text for signature at fee UN. 
genera] assembly in late 
September. 

But fee outcome may not be 
dear until Thursday, when key 
delegations address an open 
plenary session of the confer- 
ence. U.S. arms Control And 
D isarmam ent Agency 

(USDA) chief John Holum 
has set a news conference 
immediately after feat meet- 
ing. 

The treaty would only go 
officially into force cope it has 
been signed and ratified by fee 
five miclear and three thresh- 
old states. But its backers in its 
present form say it would have 
moral force even without 
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FREE FRIDAYS I 
TO SAY THANK YOU! 


Fastlink 
Announces 
Official 
Holiday 
From Billing! 

As a token of our appreciation 
of our subscribers’ support 
and understanding, 
we at Fastlink say, 

"take the day off ... 
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Dangerous policy 


IT NOW appears certain that the new Israeli 
government will not heed the call of reason made 
by the Arabs and the international community 
when it comes to its policy on settlements in the 
occupied Palestinian lands. Israeli officials have 
spoken of their determination to increase the set- 
tlers’ population in the West Bank from about 
130,000 to 500,000 by the year 2000. This 
declared policy, however, has not generated the 
response it deserves from the U.S. which has 
taken upon its shoulders the responsibility of 
helping bring about peace and stability to the 
region on the basis of Security Council resolu- 
tions and the principle of land-for-peace. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
has repeatedly accused the Palestinians during 
bis meetings with President Bill Clinton and U.S. 
administration officials of violating the Oslo 
deaL But Clinton failed to remind Netanyahu 
that his policy on settlements was a stark viola- 
tion of the peace deals Israel has signed with the 
Palestinians and poses an enormous danger to 
the future of the peace process despite the blunt- 
ness with which the Likud leader pressed his 
hardline policies on his hosts. 

U.S. officials have lately changed their descrip- 
tion of the settlements from “an obstacle to 
peace,” opting instead for calling it f< a compli- 


cating factor” in the peace process. 


Electioneering might have a lot to do with the 
tamed response of the VS. to Netanyahu’s pro- 
nouncements. But the major problem is not in 
the response of the U.S. as much as it is with the 
approach that Netanyahu is taking in dealing 
with the peace talks and his apparent intention 
to jeopardise the whole peace process in order to 
achieve certain goals based on blind ideologies 
and aimed at appeasing a few Israelis who do not 
want to live m peace with their Arab neighbours. 

Beefing up the settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian land could result in the failure of the 
final status talks between Israel and the 
Palestinians and could lead to an intifada-like 
violence in the Palestinian territories. Netanyahu 
must realise that he cannot have peace and secu- 
rity and the land on top of that Settlements con- 
stitute a time bomb that could explode at any 
moment Neither the Palestinians nor the rest of 
the Arabs will be able to accept a peace under 
which Israel continues to violate international 
law and the agreements it has made with them. 
The Israeli state itself should not accept endan- 
gering the whole peace process for the sake of 
fulfilling the fantasies of a few hardliners or 
appeasing a few thousand settlers whose vision 
for the future of the region is one that is certain 
to generate more conflict and disasters for their 
people, for the Arabs and for ail those who have 
an interest in a stable Middle East. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


CONDEMNING THE bomb attack in Atlanta, a writer 
for Al Ra’i said Sunday that this terrorist act manifests 
a political and moral bankruptcy on the part of the per- 
petrators. This act is condemned by all peace-loving 
people since the Olympics represent an occasion for the 
people on earth to meet In an atmosphere of unity, 
affection and peaceful coexistence, said Mahmoud 
Rimawi. The crime, which caused the death of two peo- 
ple and the injury of nearly a hundred more, has target- 
ed innocent civ ilian s among the spectators and the ath- 
letes taking part in this international festivity, some- 
thing that can only be condemned in die strongest man- 
. ner, he said This outrageous act reflects a blind hatred 
of mankind and is committed against a group of 
peace-loving, innocent civilians, he added. In the 
writer’s view, it was not the United States that was tar- 
geted by this bomb attack but rather the innocent civil- 
ians gathered from around the globe to rejoice and 
enjoy the Olympics champions’ achievements He said 
this barbaric attack was directed against all nations . 


A WRITER for Al Dustour expressed the view that the 
cleaning of streets in Amman and other towns should 
be the task of (be private sector which can do the job 
more efficiently and for less cost Ahmad Shaker said 
that in Zarqa, the private sector has assumed this job 
and proved that it can cany out the task at 30 per cent 
less cost. Instead of spending JD 15 million every year 
on cleaning up Amman, the capital’s municipality can 
save a fortune by following the example of the Zarqa 
Municipality by entrusting this task to the private sec- 
tor companies, suggested the writer. He said funds 
saved in the process could be utilised to cany our 
development projects and, furthermore, the move 
would encourage thd private sector to invest in this area 
and employ thousands of Jordanians to cany out the 
work for higher pay than the wages offered normally by 
the municipalities. The writer said a tender announcing 
such a service to the private sector would create com- 
petition among the interested firms which would ourbid 
one another to do the job at less cost and with better 
efficiency. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Taxing foreign 


exchange transactions 


IN THE last few weeks there were rumours about the 
devaluation of (he dinar, possibly a devaluation that mir- 
rors in size the one which occurred in 1989. Speculation 
fast dominated the transactions of the exchange market, 
especially short-term-transactions; and many people start- 
ed hoarding dollars, usually viewed as long-term invest- 
ments, even though die interest on dollar accounts is 
almost half the interest on dinar-denominated accounts, 
which indicates that the expected devaluation is more 
than five per cent 

The government must be, therefore, facing the dilemma 
of having to convince both the short-term speculator and 
the ordinary risk-averse account holder to bold on to their 
dinar accounts. A recent article in The Economist suggests 
the use of the ‘Tobin tax” as a method to curb short-term 
speculation. 

Professor James Tobin, one of the early Nobel laureates 
in economics and one of the most influential advisors in 
the Kennedy administration, suggested over twenty years 
ago a tax on foreign exchange transactions, which became 
known as the “Tobin tax”, to deter short-term currency 
speculation and give governments a greater influence on 
their currencies. In spite of the prestige and respect its 
author enjoyed both in academia and the corridors of the 
powers-that-be, the idea of the rax was considered an 
impractical ity and was not taken seriously. However, the 
Tobin tax has been in vogue for the past five years or so 
and it seems to carry some appeal, at least among acade- 
mic scribblers. 

The economic justifications for a Tobin tax are: foreign 
exchange markets are not always efficient because they 
are usually driven by short-term speculation rather than 
long-run concerns; additionally, the tax would decrease 
the incentive for frequent buying and selling of a curren- 
cy for minor gains; and the tax would be an added source 
of revenue for the government which could help finance 
badly needed infrastructure projects. 

The idea, however, may prove to be impractical as some 
people would shift their exchange transactions to tax free 
havens to avoid the tax; and people with their ingenious 
resourcefulness, as policy makers through (he centuries 
have found out, would quickly discover ways to manoeu- 
vre around the tax — for example, ro avoid the tax one 
could swap bonds across countries instead of currency. 
Such problems can be overcome by taxing the transaction 


in the trader's country or making the- tax low enough for 
the cost of evading it to become financially unjustifiable. 

Is the Tobin rax a good idea? It depends. Many of its 
supporters stress the inefficiency of the foreign exchange 
market that is created by speculators who tend to follow 
rumours and expect their bunches to become trends that 
will persevere. Also, foreign exchange investors in 
Jordan, where the government has adamantly defended 
the< exchange rate of the dinar through higher imerest 
rates, may believe that the government is not willing to 
raise the imerest rate any higher and, therefore, force the 
dinar downwards by excessively short-selling or even 
dumping the dinar. Under such regimes, a Tobin tax will 
definitely curb some speculators’ zeal. 

Will the tax be able to reduce the overall speculative 
pressure on the dinar? The answer is in the negative, espe- 
cially if such a measure is introduced in the present time, 
because such a tax would definitely give legitimacy to the 
speculators' myths and dragons and cause a dinar-dump- 
ing rush. 

Furthermore, such a tax would be ineffective in curbing 
the downwards pressure on the dinar which may result 
from the continued Netanyahu closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza and the other Israeli retaliatory policies which 
endanger the income and wealth base of the people on 
both sides of the river. 

As the economic hardships for the people in the West 
Bank and Gaza persist, they will have to dip into their 
savings to survive the mass punishment and spend from 
an estimated 500 million dinars, almost one third of the 
stock of Jordan's currency in circulation. As the dinar gets 
exchanged for dollars or Israeli shekels, it may lose some 
of its exchange value as an increase in the supply of 
dinars bids downwards its relative price. Punishment of a 
.people for the sins of a few — a policy which has proven 
io breed more poverty, less peace, enduring hatred and 
more violence — may also have an adverse effect on the 
exchange rate of the dinar and the Jordanian economy. 

The Tobin tax is a new-old idea; it will do little towards 
stabilising the dinar whose price is driven by short-term 
speculation which is caused not by Jordanian wrongs but 
by deeds of aggression in the region. 

Will our partners in the peace process understand this? 
Better still, do they believe that it. is better to have a 
wealthy neighbour than a poor one? Only time will tell. 



Safe street crossing 
should be a right 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


HARDLY A day passes 
by without one hearing 
about somebody being 
run over by a vehicle. 

The sight of children 
crying to cross streets on 
their way to school or 
home is also a reminder of 
the perils found in street 
crossing. What is puz- 
zling though, is. that in 
spite, of the daily carnage 
on our roads, the con- 
cerned authorities have 
done nothing whatsoever 
to address the situation. 

How many schoolchild- 
ren must die and how 
many pedestrians must be 
killed before someone, 
somewhere up there in 
government takes note of 
the crisis and starts doing 
something about it? Is it 
possible that our officials 
are so blind to the prob- 
lem that they can no 
longer notice with com- 
passion the plight of peo- 
ple of all ages tryiDg to 
cross thoroughfares in the 
country with unimagin- 
able risk to their lives and 
well-being? With all the 
talk about human rights 
and democracy, the right 
to life should come first. 

In practically all the 
advanced countries of the 
world, policemen are 
placed around schools to 
help pupils reach schools 
safely. Most schools in 
developed countries even 
have their own personnel 
assist pupils cross the 
streets safely. 

In countries like ours, 
where there are still few 
traffic lights, the need for 
other measures to help 
pedestrians traverse 
streets safely becomes all 
the more pressing. 

When pedestrian-relat- 
ed accidents increased to 
phenomenal proportions 


about human worth in our 
midst and when ii comes 
to saving lives in the most 
elementary manner we 
seem to remain callous 
and indifferent This is 
what can and should be 
done in the most immedi- 
ate way to alleviate the 
problem: first, enforce 

observing stop signs. Our 
drivers still interpret stop 
signs as ‘‘go signs’*. 

On more than one occa- 
sion, the Traffic 
Department was invited 
to police more effectively 
the stop sign. Nothing bas 
been done on that score 
yet. Second, more pedes- 
trian crossings should be 
made available especially 
where there are no traffic 
lights. Such crossings 
though, could become 
death traps if they are not 
policed properly and effi- 
ciently. The heaviest fines 
should be imposed on all 
drivers who do not 
respect such designated 
crossing areas. 

Until Jordanian drivers 
acquire the habit of safe 
driving and respect for 
crossing areas, traffic 
policemen should be 
assigned in and around 
them. I personally have ft ^ 
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not seen one single driver 
even slow-down when 
approaching street cross- 
ing areas. There are no 
policemen to be found in 
the vicinity of these areas, 
which adds credence to 
the widespread belief 
among drivers that the 
respect for crossing zones 
should be as faint as the 
paint with which they are 
coloured. 

Even more important 
are the crossing points for 
children, especially 
around schools. Surely 
the concerned authorities 
-can easily make a more 
..determined, effort to assist 


bn University Road, the -»n these most vulnerable 
government made a move groups. Again the use of 


to redress the problem, by 
building a tunnel or two 
for students to use for 
crossing the street The 
belated action on 
University Road was 
taken only when the rate 
of road fatality jumped to 
scary proportions. 

Must we wait till the 
same thing happens on 
other streets before our 
authorities start doing 
something? Does it take 
so much money or inge- 
nuity to stop traffic for 
pedestrians? Certainly 
not. All that is needed is a 
political will and a 
demonstration of care for 
and concern about human 
life in the country to end 
the threats to life on our 
roads. 

We use enough rhetoric 


clearly painted crossing 
stripes should be clearly 
visible all around schools 
and on all arteries leading 
to them. 

This modest blueprint 
for safe street crossing is 
inexpensive, to say the- 
least 

AD that is needed is the 
political will r the concern 
and attention of our 
authorities. This does not 
require great ingenuity or 
public expendi tire either, 
but greater appreciation 
of the problem and the 
determination and sensi- 
tivity to do something 
about it. Now is the time 
for action. Now is the 
time to save the lives of. 
people who are recklessly 
and negligently kiDed 
every day in our streets. 
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Global warming — no more- ‘junk science' 


By G wynne Dyer 


THE “WHITE House 
effect” has finally been 
applied to the greenhouse 
effect. If you are planning to 
be alive much past 2010, or 
have children who will be, 
this is very good news. 

George Bush first 
promised to use the White 
House’s power to cut carbon 
dioxide emissions during 
the 1988 election campaign, 
but be ran for cover when 
U.S. industries complained 
that ir might cost diem prof- 
its. For the past eight years, 
official U.S. policy bas been 
that there should be only 
“voluntary” controls (i.e., 
none). 

Now, however, it is Bill 
Clinton’s reelection cam- 
paign, and there just might 
be some votes in hying to 
save the world. So on July 
17, at the International 
Climate Change Conference 
in Geneva. U.S. 
Undersecretary of State for 
Global Affairs Timothy 
Wirth announced a dramatic 
reversal of American policy/ 

“Our. approach here is to 
have a straight target that 
everybody has to sign up,” 
said Mr. Wirth. “What we 
want is a binding target for 
reducing greenhouse-gas 
emissions that is agreed 
internationally." Though it 


will not produce any imme- 
diate results, this is proba- 
bly the most important 
event of the year. 

The International Climate 
Change Conference bas just 
wound up without agreeing 
on what the target should 
be. Ten per cent cuts by 
2005? Twenty per cent cuts? 
That will be decided in the 
next eight months, on the 
basis of bow much emis- 
sions must be cut to hold the 
global temperature rise to 2 
degrees centigrade (3.6 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

“That target then gets 
approved by the next con- 
ference Id Japan a year from 
now, but it will be several 
more years before the major 
industrial countries ratify 
the accord and work out 
policies for applying it to 
their own territory. Nothing 
new is really going to start 
happening much before the 
turn of the century — and 
even a 2-degree rise in glob- 
al temperature may mean 
drought and starvation to 
millions of people. 

Dancing in the streets 
would therefore be a bit pre- 
mature, but a major corner 
has been turned: the princi- 
ple of universal, mandatory 
cuts in greenhouse-gas 
emissions has been accepted 
by the international commu- 
nity. The Forces of darkness 


have been defeated. 

“Forces of darkness”? 
Isn’t that a bit strong? 
Surely those who doubt the 
reality of global wanning 
are also entitled to try to 
make their case. Well, yes 
— but it is aU too obvious 
that the doubters are pre- 
cisely those who fear they 
will lose money if green- 
house-gas emissions are 
restricted. 

Eileen Clausson, who led 
the American delegation at 
the climate conference, was 
quite blunt about who they 
are and bow they operate: 
“They are a very strong 
group of people who muddy 
the science. We call them 
the Naysayers.” 

The Naysayer with the 
highest profile is Don 
Pearl man, an American 
lawyer. At every interna- 
tional political conference 
and scientific meeting on 
climate change for the past 
several years his lobbyists 
have been present to chal- 
lenge the wording of docu- 
ments and obscure the clari- 
ty of the scientists’ conclu- 
sions. Pearlman will not say 
who he works for, but he is 
usually seen in the company 
of Saudi Arabian and 
, Kuwaiti delegates. 

.. Those countries oppose 
greenhouse-gas restrictions 
because the market for fos- 


sil fuels wiU go into a steep 
decline if tbe industrial 
countries start cutting car- 
bon-dioxide emissions and 
then who will buy their oil? 
(Australia, a major coal 
exporter, was also allied 
with the Naysayers at 
Geneva). 


the U.S. Congress that glob- 
al warning is an “open ques- 
tion" about which it would 
be premature to actually do 
anything. It publicises the 
findings of any scientist 
wbo denies the validity of 
the evidence for global 
warming — what the World 


“...in 30 years southern England will be 
warm enough for malaria-bearing mos- 
quitoes, Paris will have the climate of the 
south of France — and Spain will be 
mostly a desert.” 


But Pearlman and the fos- 
sil-fuel exporters were not 
nearly as effective as the 
misleadingly named Global 
Climate Coalition. It sounds 
like an environment-friend- 
ly group, but its member- 
ship includes the “Seven 
Sisters” (oil giants Shell, 
Texaco, Exxon, British 
Petroleum, Amoco, 

Chevron and Mobil), plus 
Ford and General Motors. 
Dow Chemicals and Union 
Carbide, tbe Air Transport 
Association, and other big 
energy users like the alu- 
minium industry. 

With apparently limitless 
funds at its disposal, the 
Gulf Cooperation Countries 
(GCC) has worked to con- 
vince the world’s media and 


severe 

global 


Wide Fund for Nature calls 
“junk science paid for by 
the oil and coal lobbies.” Its 
strategy is sabotage, contu- 
sion and delay. 

So what has finally defeat- 
ed the best efforts of these 
powerful, well- funded lob- 
byists? One word: fear. 

Fear that more 

storms caused by 

wanning may gut the Insur- 
ance industry. Pay-outs for 
storm damage in 1 990-95 
already total $48 billion, 
three times the figure for all 
of the 1980s, and 5S inter- 
national insurance compa- 
nies went to Geneva to 
demand “early substantial 
reductions in greenhouse- 
gas emissions. 

Fear ihat melting polar ice 


and rising sea levels may 
drown some entire small coun- 
tries that are made up of low- 
lying islands, like Kiribati, 
Tuvalu, the Maldives and 
Tonga, and swamp big chunks 
of densely populated countries 
like Bangladesh and the 
Netherlands. 

Fear, above all. that it $ 
already too late to stop global 
temperatures from going up a 
couple of degrees, and that 
only urgent action will forestall 
even more drastic changes. 
Two weeks before the Geneva 

conference. British 

Environment Secretary John 
Gummer announced the results ■ 
of a study predicting that in 30 
years southern England will be 
warm enough for malaria-bear- 
ing mosquitoes. Paris will have 
the climate of ihe south of 
France — and Spain will be 
mostly a desert 1 

So the 150 countries at 
Geneva have bulldozed tft? 
Naysayers aside and started 
down the long, hard road to 
controlling greenhouse-gas 
emissions. The economic apt I 
social implications will ulti- 
mately be huge, though some 
years win pass before people 
begin to feel a direct impact aft 
their lifestyles. And of coutsE 
nobody can guarantee diat it is 
not already too late. 

Bui at last we have agree- 
ment in principle to try. That is- 
worth a 1 ol 
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Features 


Jordan Times, Monday, July 29, 1996 


Improving nutrition is of supreme importance to millions of people 


The following is an execu- 
tive summary of a Food and 
Organisation 
(FAO) repon prepared for 
the World Trade Summit to 
rake place between Nov. 13- 
17, 1996 , in Rome, Italy. 

IMPROVING NUTRI- 
TION is an issue of 
supreme importance to 
many millions of people 
throughout the world who 
are suffering from persis- 
tent hunger and malnutri- 
tion, and to others who are 
at risk of doing so in the 
future. 

There is general consen- 
sus today that a complex set 
of causes determines 
hunger and malnutrition. 
Important causes relate to 
food and agriculture, but 
also to people’s knowledge 
and behaviour. Policies 
have a strong influence on 
all causes. This paper 
examines the relationships 
between food, agriculture 
and nutrition and outlines 
nutritional-improvement 
policies which offer the 
promise of bringing about 
rapid and sustained 
improvement. 

Malnutrition may be 
viewed from three different 
perspectives: as lack of 
basic human right, as a 
symptom of broader pover- 
ty and underdevelopment 
problems or as a cause of 
these poverty and underde- 
velopment problems. There 
are powerful arguments for 
all three perspectives, and 
in terms of copsidering spe- 
cific actions, the three are 
certainly complementary. 

In order to design effec- 
tive policies, it is necessary 
to gain a clear understand- 
ing of the links between 
food, agriculture and nutri- 
tion as well as all determi- 
nants of nutritional well- 
being: 

— Food and the security 
of its supply are precondi- 
tions for nutritional well- 
being. Poverty is a major 
determinant of food insecu- 
rity and poor health; the 
poor lack -adequate means 
to obtain food in the quanti- 


ties and qualities needed for 
a healthy life. In addition, 
food insecurity and hunger 
in a number of countries are 
caused primarily by aimed 
conflicts or are actually 
instruments used to conduct 
such conflicts. 


tc 


An estimated 
481 million 
people are hun- 
gry. Some 190 
million chil- 
dren are under- 
weight, 230 mil- 
lion children 
are stunted , and 
SO million chil- 
dren are wast- 
ed :» 


— The significance of 
agriculture in improving 
nutrition is due first to its 
principal role, i.e., the pro- 
duction of food of the 
desired quality and quanti- 
ty, and second to its role in 
directly and indirectly pro- 
viding employment and 
income to the poor through- 
out the economy, particu- 
larly in low-income coun- 
tries. 

— Health, sanitation and 
the care given to vulnerable 
members of society have a 
strong influence on nutri- 
tion. Malnutrition leads to 
substantial losses in pro- 
ductivity and the misalloca- 
tion of scarce resources due 
to decreased work perfor- 
mance, diminished cogni- 
tive ability and school per- 
formance. 

Exactly how many house- 
holds and individuals are 
malnourished is unknown 
due to definitional and mea- 
surement difficulties and 
inadequate data. • Any 
overview of best estimates 
of major nutritional prob- 


lems must emphasise the 
following: 

— An estimated 481 mil- 
lion people are hungry 
(food-energy deficient), 
i.e., 20 per cent of the 
developing countries' popu- 
lations. This figure does not 
include the hungry in indus- 
trialised countries and in 
economies in transition. 

— Some 190 million chil- 
dren are underweight, 230 
million children are stunt- 
ed, and 50 million children 
are wasted. The last figure 
indicates a much greater- 
number of children over 
time, as it entails consider- 
able fluctuations. Nutrition- 
al problems resulting in 
underweight are also preva- 
lent among adults and ado- 
lescents in developing 
countries. 

— Vitamin A deficiency 
is a public health problem 
in at least 60 countries. 
Some 40 million children 
are suffering from vitamin 
A deficiency. About 29 per 
cent of the world's popula- 
tion is at risk of iodine defi- 
ciency. Worldwide, about 
two billion people are 
affected by iron deficiency, 
a condition to which 
women and preschool chil- 
dren are particularly prone. 

— The problem of under- 


nutrition is paralleled by 
extensive and growing pub- 
lic-health problems, like 
overweightness and obesi- 
ty, not only in rich-versus- 
poor countries, but also 
within low- and middle- 
income countries, and espe- 
cially in urban areas. 

It is necessary to fulfil a 
number of preconditions 
before it is possible to con- 
duct sustained actions to 
improve nutrition, and the 
specific actions needed to 

tackle a given couoixy’s 

nutritional problems vary 
according to the situation. 
These often unfulfilled pre- 
conditions include: appro- 
priate macroeconomic poli- 
cies and development 
strategies . (with related 
trade, storage and food-aid 
policies, where applicable), 
which are a precondition 
for a functioning economy 
capable of employment- 
intensive growth: policies 
and programmes for 

increasing agricultural pro- 
duction and raising produc- 
tivity in low-income coun- 
tries, which are a precondi- 
tion for future security of 
adequate nutrition; effec- 
tive national and : 

international agricultural 
research systems play a key 


role in achieving this pre- 
condition of sustainable 
nutritional improvement 

The range of specific 
action to be taken varies 
from one country to another 
and includes: programmes 
for reducing poverty 
(including employment and 
infrastructure-improvement 
programmes); sustainable 
food- and nutrition-related 
transfer programmes (such 
as food subsidies and food 
stamps), which address the 
immediate causes of malnu- 
trition of the poor as much 
as feasible; direct nutrition 
and health interventions 
(e.g. targeted feeding, 
micro-nutrient pro- 

grammes, nutrition educa- 
tion, integrated nutrition 
programmes, sanitation and 
health actions, relief pro- 
grammes), which address 
both the short- and long- 
term symptoms and causes 
of nutritional problems, 
including those of higher 
income groups, by focusing 
on changing behaviour. 

Building upon past 
international commitments 
and ongoing initiatives for 
nutritional improvement, 
the paper sets priority areas 
of attention and actions 
addressing; 


— The malnutrition/mor- 
tality cycle with clearly 
defined targets for measur- 
ably reducing malnutrition. 

— Human-resource 
development for nutrition, 
including attention to 
actions facilitating reduced 
population growth. 

— The promotion of 
employment-intensive 
growth, especially through 
agricultural growth promo- 
tion and through employ- 
ment programmes for the 
poor. 

Famine* prevention, 
including mechanisms for 
preventing famines related 
to armed conflicts. 

— The facilitation of 
community and household 
self-help through education 
and empowerment, espe- 
cially of women. 

Any consideration of the 
costs of nutritional 
improvement must also 
take into account the bene- 
fits which would be forfeit- 
ed through non-action. 
Focusing on (fiscal) spend- 
ing and ignoring the resul- 
tant benefits is misleading. 
The guiding principle in 
considering the cost aspects 
of improving nutrition must 
be to achieve the defined 
nutritional goals rapidly 
and sustainable through the 


use of a portfolio of the 
most cost-effective policy 
instruments. 

Only if the urgency and 
significance of the food 
security and nutritional sit- 
uation are readily apparent 
will appropriate action be 
taken and the international 
support for such action be 
sustained. The availability 
of organisational capacity is 
a prerequisite for monitor- 
ing changes in the nutrition- 
al situation and for evaluat- 
ing the effects of nutritional 
policies and programmes. 

It is imperative that the- 
govemmental organisa- 
tions, particularly min- 
istries as well as non-gov- 
ernmental - organisations 
(NGOs) involved in nutri- 
tional improvement activi- 
ties be well-coordinated at 
the national level. Such 
coordination can be stimu- 
lated by international 
organisations, but often 
lacks a well-established 
framework. It is necessary 
to develop national strate- 
gies and to create a legal 
basis for mandatory coordi- 
nation at the national level 
in order to ensure that 
actions aimed at food-secu- 
rity and nutritional 
improvement are sustained 
and consistent. This will 


actually reduce bureaucra- 
cy if all nutritional 
improvement efforts are 
coordinated by a problem- 
oriented, lean management 
structure. 

Past international initia- 
tives regarding food and 
nutrition stimulated food- 
security and nutritional 
improvement actions. 
Drawing upon new 
insights, new global cir- 
cumstances and new forms 
of cooperation, the World 
i Eood-.. Summit offers an 
opportunity to build on past 
initiatives. The creation of a 
transparent and reliable 
international reporting sys- 
tem for measuring national 
progress in achieving nutri- 
tional well-being (e.g. 
reducing in the proportion 
and number of underweight 
children and other relevant 
indicators) will be instru- 
mental in creating the prop- 
er political incentives for 
implementing the needed 
actions. The follow-ups to 
previous international com- 
mitments, i.e. the World 
Sommit for Children and 
the International Confer- 
ence on Nutrition (ICN). 
have gone in the right direc- 
tion, and this approach 
should be reinforced. 
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would be in sub- 
Saharan Africa. 
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Imports, crop failure cause Pacific food worries 


By Chris Peteru 
Reuter 

APIA, Western Samoa — 
Gathering fresh food has 
seldom been a problem for 
people in the small islands 
of the south Pacific, but a 
growing mountain of 
imports is having a far- 
reaching impact on the 
way they live. 

Cyclones and pests have 
caused recent crop failures 
in several island nations, 
compounding the food 
problems they face. Fast 
food giant McDonalds, 
which this year opened in 
Fiji and Western Samoa, is 
the latest arrival among. a. 
stream of food manufac- 


turers altering the tradi- 
tional diet of the region's 
13 million people. 

Dedric de Valuschwauer. 
a spokesman for the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO). told 
100 delegates from 27 
Asian and Pacific nations 
at a recent conference in 
Western Samoa that island 
diets needed more vegeta- 
bles and unprocessed 
foods. The proportion of 
calories derived from veg- 
etables had halved to 
below 20 per cent in the 
last five years. 

Unlike their Asian neigh- 
bours, home to half a bil- 
lion malnourished people, ... 
Pacific islanders are more 


prone to eating too much 
cholesterol and sugar- 
loaded food. 

One result has been a 
surge in deaths caused by 
heart disease, obesity and 
diabetes. Varieties of fresh 
fish, coconut cream and 
yams, the staple foods for 
islanders, were now com- 
peting with a demand for 
cheap tinned fish, meal 
offeuts, and fizzy drinks. 

Pacific islanders consid- 
er these as luxury goods, in 
a region where the average, 
wage is $22 a week. 

Geographically isolated 
and limited by land and 
financial resources, Pacific 
island, .countries are also 
finding themselves on the 


wrong end of the trade lib- 
eralisation movement being 
espoused by developed 
countries. 

“Fewer people are willing 
to work the land, and while 
food security is a concern, 
if this dependency on 
imported food continues we 
are at the mercy, of forces 
beyond our control," said 
Vanuatu Agriculture Minis- 
ter Vincent Boulekone. 

Vanuatu, Tonga, Western 
Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, 
and the Solomon Islands, 
spend on average over $2.1 


million each per year 
importing food — a high 
proportion of national 
income. 

Non-governmental organ- 
isations (NGOs) say the 
quality of imports is fre- 
quently substandard. 

“Pacific NGOs are seri- 
ously concerned about the 
dumping of food products 
from other countries to vul- 
nerable Pacific nations. 
Because of low prices, stan- 
dards are very poor, and in 
some cases the goods are 
not accepted in their own 


countries,” said Koroseta 
To’o, spokesman for 20 
NGOs at the conference. 

“The situation now is 
basically one of continued 
neo-colonialism where our 
farmers can’t compete with 
bigger countries who can 
offer lower prices, then 
leave us high and dry,” he 
said. 

Natural disasters have 
also created food produc- 
tion problems special to the 

In the last five years, 
cyclones have flattened 


sugar cane crops in Fiji and 
Tongan squash destined for 
Japanese markets. In the 
rush to recover, over-pro- 
duction saw the price of 
both commodities spiral 
downwards, costing mil- 
lions of dollars in overseas 
revenues. 

A taro blight that spread 
to Western Samoa in 1993 
destroyed the main diet sta- 
ple and an industry that was 
earning $400,000 a month. 
Poor quarantine measures 
have recently seen the giant 
African snail wreak havoc 


cm crops around the Pacific. 
The pest can be contained, 
but there is little hope of 
eradication. 

A FAO office for the 
Pacific with eight' technical 
advisers based in Apia, the 
Western Samoan capital, 
was opened at the start of 
the conference. 

“It won't solve all the 
region's food problems, but 
it will help provide some 
answers,” said Tongan 
Director Vilf Fuavao. 


Mubarak’s visit to U.S. aims at 
reenforcing principle of land-for-peace 


(Continued from page 1 ) 


spokesman Nicholas Bums 
expressed hope that an 
agreement over nuclear 
arms would be reached 
leading Israel to sign the 
treaty. Pressed by reporters 
if tha r meant the U.S. con- 
sidered Israel a recognised 
nuclear power, Mr. Burns 
declined to comment fur- 
ther. 

Analysts say, however, 
that despite the differences 
between Egypt and the 
U.S., Washington was rely- 
ing on the Egyptians and 
Jordanians in keeping the 

peace process alive. 

Furthermore, Washington 
is intrested in gening Egypt 
to bring Damascus back to 
the negotiating table with- 
out Syria’s demand for an 
Israeli commitment to with- 
draw from the Golan 
Heights. , 

Well-informed Aran 
sources in Washington say 
that Egypt was not likely to. 
accept persuading Syria 
into accepting an Israeli 
proposal of withdrawal 
from South Lebanon unless 
that was pan of an Israeli 


commitment to pull out 
from the Golan Heights as 
well. 

But Egypt is also depen- 
dent on U.S. financial aid 
and that has been tradition- 
ally linked to Cairo’s com- 
placency with the terms of 
the American-sponsored 
peace process. 

Mr. Mubarak, diplomats 
and analysts in Washington 
say, will also face an anti- 
Syrian lobby in both Hous- 
es of Congress that has 
been pushing relentlessly 
for stricter measures 
against Syria “as a terrorist 
state.” 

Over the last week, at 
least two hearings on 
Syria's role in backing ‘ter- 
rorism” were held by the 
Congress in an effort to 
pressure the administration 
to isolate Syria. 

Many members ot the 

Republican-dominated 

Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives support calls by 
Mr. Netanyahu to declare 
Svria as “a rogue state." 

But the administration so 
far has resisted these calls 
Atone ofihe congressional 
hearing the official at the 
Slate Department dealing 


with terrorism, Philip 
Wilcox, argued strongly 
that there was no evidence 
that linked Syria directly to 
any terrorist attacks against 
the U.S. 

When pro-Israeli con- 
gressmen argued that Syria 
was hosting and backing 
radical Palestinian move- 
ments, Mr. Wilcox replied 
thar none of these organisa- 
tions have been involved in 
terrorist acts against Ameri- 
ca. 

But in the second hearing, 
the House committee lis- 
tened to a lengthy testimo- 
ny by pro-Israeli producer 
Steve Emerson who urged 
the Congress to take imme- 
diate steps against Syria to 
make it comply with Amer- 
ican and Israeli conditions. 

Consequently. Mr. 

Mubarak is expected to 
come under a lot of pres- 
sure to get Syria back to the 
negotiating table. Arab 
diplomats in Washington, 
however, say that Mr. 
Mubarak was going to 
argue that Israel should 
comply with the principle 
of land-for-peace for the 
survival of the peace 
process. 
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Study says 
world 
grain land 
shrinking 


WASHINGTON OR — Ex- 
panding cities sound the 
world have helped shrink the 
yreay used per person for 
food production by 30 per 
cent since 1950, a report by a 
Washington study group raid 
Saturday. 

The Woridwatch Institute 
said the land used for grain 
production has fallen to 030 
acres (0.12 hectares) per per- 
son last year from 057 acres 
(023 hectares) in 1950. 

The 1995 figure was equiv- 
alent to about a quarter of an 
American football field or a 
sixth of a soccer pitch, the 
' institute said in a report tided : 
Shrinking Fields. 

Because many cities started 
on good farmland, the spread 
of roads, UnkEngs and indus- 
trial parks inevitably ears up 
some of the most productive 
remaining land, the report 
said. 

“At least five per cent of 
China's cropland was lost in 
only six years (1986-1992), in 
part to urban expansion and 
industrialisatfon,” Gary Gard- 
ner, the author of the report, 
said. 

Increasing affluence in the 1 
Third World, feaefing to higher 
demand for meat and dairy 
products, has driven a huge 
boom in the world’s need for 
grains. Coupled with poor 
oops, this has led to world 
grain reserves felling to just 48 
daysofuseage. 

“If we feil to hah heavy loss- 
es of cropland, it is unlikely 
that we will be able to feed a 
world population that, will 
increase by more than 400 
milli on people in just five 
years,” Woridwatch said. 

Me. Gardner said that, by 
allowing increasing urbanisa- 
tion, governments were gam- 
bling on indefinite increases in 
grain yields. 

Dermis Avery, an agricultur- 
al analyst at the Hudson Insti- 
tute, criticised'- the report. 
Improving technology would 
continue to boost yields fester 
than population growth at 
least until the population 
peaked at around nine billion 
in 2040, be said. Cities cov- 
ered only 1.4 per cent of the 
world's surface now, growing 
to 35 per cent in 2040, an 
insignificant amount when 
compared wife arable land, 
which covers a third of the 
globe, Ml Avery said. 


Sudan’s finance minister rules out 
demanded pay raise by workers 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan’s finance minister 
said raising workers' wages 
would not improve their sit- 
uation amid union demands 
for a wage hike to face the 
rising cost of living, the 
daily Akhbar A i Youm 
reported Sunday. 

“Salary hikes do not solve 
problems of wage earners 
because they usually just 
lead to the rise of prices in 
the market,” Sabir Moham- 


Afterwards he said Presi- 
dent Bashir had agreed to 
.continue meetings between 
the union and officials u to 
implement the high coun- 
cil's recommendations on 
raising the pay of workers.” 
The High Council on 
Wages, representing both 
employers and ' employees, 
has recommended that 
monthly pay for workers be 
raised by a minimum 6,000 
Sudanese pounds ($6) or a 


mad A1 Hassan said, quoted . .maximupa 26,000 pounds 


by the paper. 

“Stabilisation of com- 
modity prices and reducing 
the rate of inflation” would 
be more effective, he said. 

A recommendation by the 
government’s High Council 
on Wages for around a 50 
per cent increase in wages 
“is only a proposal and has 
not been submitted to the 
cabinet,” he added. 

The head of the Workers 
Trade Union Federation, 
Taj A1 Sir Abdun, who has 
threatened a general strike 
to protest government 
“neglect" of workers, met 
Saturday night with Presi- 
dent Omar A1 Bashir to dis- 
cuss workers’ demands. 


($26 

President Bashir ordered 
subsidies on basic com- 
modities be continued, Mr. 
Abdun said. 

He also ordered the 
finance ministry to pay 
workers some three billion 
pounds ($3 million) in extra 
wages owed from the last 
pay increase decided in 
January. 

The High Council on 
Wages, which meets every 
six months, called for a 50 
per cent wage hike last Jan- 
uary and the cabinet 
approved it But the union 
insists most workers have 
not received the pay raise. 

Social Planning Minister 


Majzub Ai Khalifa said 
President Bashir agreed at 
the meeting to increase 
workers’ transport allow- 
ances to deal with rising 
transport costs. 

He said subsidies would 
remain on lentils, rice, be- 
ans, cooking oil, soap, me- 
at, flour, wheat, sugar and 
honey. 

In early July, the federa- 
tion, which represents some 

two milli on workers from 
tiie public and private sec- 
tors, threatened a general 
strike to protest government 
- “neglect” in the rising cost 
of living. 

The minimum monthly 
wage for workers of 1 5,000 
Sudanese pounds (around 
$15 ) “does not meet even 
10 per cent of a subsistence 
living standard for a five- 
member family,” Mr. Abd- 
un said earlier. 

Ml Abdun predicted “di- 
re consequences” from a 
surprise hike in gas prices 
ordered by the government 
in early June, increasing 
fuel costs around 40 per 
cent. 


High German wages, taxes 


a myth — IFO institute 


FRANKFURT (R) — The 
respected IFO economic 
research institute has 
weighed into the fray over 
Germany’s competitive- 
ness, saying wages and 
taxes are not unduly high 
and do not deter foreign 
investors. 

In a study commissioned 
by the economics ministry, 
the institute said German 
firms were not at a major 
disadvantage against int- 
ernational rivals and, echo- 
ing the nation’s trade 
umons, said high produc- 
tivity justified high wages. 

“The complaints about 
excessive labour costs are 
for the most part politically 
motivated,” the Munich- 
based institute said, saying 
German corporate compet- 
itiveness had been under- 
mined chiefly by tbe 
mark’s appreciation. 

The study’s conclusions 
will likely fen the flames 
of a debate raging across 
Germany about wages, 
working conditions and the 


welfare state. 

Chancellor Helmut Koh- 
l’s government, battling 
heavy deficits and heeding 
employer complaints of 
excessive corporate taxes 
and labour costs, is trying 
to ram through a contro- 
versial package of spend- 
ing cuts and labour reform. 

But unions and the oppo- 
sition SPD Social Democ- 
rats have promised to fight 
tbe austerity package, 
arguing it is simply a trans- 
fer of funds from the poor 
. to the rich .and: ignores the 
productivity Jfl . gains 
squeezed from workers in 
the past few years. 

The IFO study recom- 
mended cutting non-labour 
wage costs and the tax bur- 
den on companies, saying 
it could help create jobs. 
But it said unit wage costs 
— which take productivity 
into account — were lower 
in west Germany than in 
the U.S., Japan, Britain or 
France and had not risen 
excessively since 1980. 


Japan topped the league 
of unit wage costs, IFO 
said. 

In addition, workers’ real 
incomes had not risen 
more slowly in any of 
those four nations that) in 
Germany. 

The institute added how- 
ever that the comparison 
was less favourable when 
it focused only on industry. 
Industrial unit wage costs 
were clearly higher than in 
France and the U.S. and 
“somewhat” higher than 
Britain. 


Singapore seen to be seventh 
richest country by 1999 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Si- 
ngapore is expected to be 
the world’s seventh richest 
country in four years, leap- 
ing eight places up from its 
current position, according 
to a forecast published Sun- 
day. 

Singapore’s per capita 
gross domestic product 
(GDP), or the average ann- 
ual income of Singapore- 
ans, could hit $30,432 in 
1999* up from $24500 
now, the forecast said. 

The forecast was made by 
the research and informa- 
tion department of Singa- 
pore Press Holdings and 
published by tbe Sunday 
Tunes. 

GDP was projected to 
grow by 5/77 per cent a 
year for the next four years, 
which tbe report called a 
“fairly conservative esti- 


mate” compared to govern- 
ment predictions of six-to- 
eight per cent long-term 
growth. 

The island of three mil- 
lion people would be the 
only new country to leap 
into the r anks of the top 10 
richest countries, displac- 
ing Austria from its seventh 
spot, the report said 

The per capita GDP, 
derived by dividing the 
country’s total output by its 
population, is • comfnonly 
used as a measure of a 
country’s wealth. 

Luxembourg would rank 
as tbe world’s richest, with 
an annual per capita income 
of $57,682, followed by 
Japan ($42505 ) and Swi- 
tzerland ($41,425 ), the 
report said. 

Ibis small, prosperous 
city-state, which sits astride 


one of the world's busiest 
sealanes, has seen living 
standards rise steadily, gui- 
ded by the government's 
export-driven economic 
strategy. 

* The Port of Singapore — 
the world's second busiest 
after Hong Kong — serves 
both as a trading and distri- 
bution bub for fast-grow- 
ing South East Asia and as 
a major trans shipment 
point linking the region to. 
the rest of the world. Singa- 
pore is also an important 
manufacturing base for 
high value-added produc- 
tion as well as a major 
regional financial centre. 

More than 90 per cent of 
Singaporeans own their 
homes, helped by an envied 
public bousing programme, 
and one in three households 
has a car. 


Sri Lanka 
raises bread, 
flour prices 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka raised the prices of 
wheat flour and bread by 
up to 15 per cent Sunday, 
the second increases in four 
months, officials said. 

The sharp rise is bound to 
have a major impact on the 
official cost of living index, 
which gives a substantial 
weighing to the price of 
bread, subsidised in order 
to provide a low inflation 
figure, private bankers said. 

Tbe wholesale price of a 
kilogramme of flour was 
raised from 12.00 rupees 
(24 U.S. cents) to 1350 
rupees (27 U.S. cents) with 
immediate effect In April 
the price of bread and flour, 
staple food in urban com- 
munities, was raised by 
five per cent 
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ACROSS 
1 Style 
6 Race 
9 Expenditure 

13 Thesaurus 
name 

14 Concerning 

1 6 Aware of 

17 Greek 
marketplace 

10 Pinnacle 

19 Took advantage 
of 

20 Edged out 

22 Indigence 

23 Selves 

24 Noisy, as an old 
car 

26 Marlon of film 
30 Dine at home 

32 Name in 
architecture 

33 Auto pioneer 
35 Biblical verb 
39 Installment 

41 “ — night 

before..." 

43 Coral, e.g. 

44 Money 
exchange fee 

46 Collar type 

47 Outdated'-. 

49 Certain light 

beams 
51 She 

54 Crowd noise 

56 Cupid 

57 Certain facial 
features 

63 Actor Douglas 

64 Winglike 

65 The last 

66 Otherwise 

67 Malacca 

68 Recoverable 
cargo cast adrift 

69 Tinier 

70 Nourished 

71 Bee. of a kind 
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AH rights rewKwd. 


DOWN 

1 Bird's crop 

2 Trademark 

3 Dramatic conflict 

4 Certain 
European 

5 Remained 


6 Horowitz's 
instrument 

7 Candid 

8 — bien! 

9 Take a census 

10 Beginning 

11 Construction 
material 

12 Seasonal drink 
15 Put forth 

21 "What — boy 
am 11" 

25 Verdi work 

26 Horn noise 

27 Reclaimed item 

28 Seed coating 

29 Inquisitive one 
31 Wine center 
34 Grasslands 

36 Kitchen add-on 

37 Thunder god 

38 Biddies 
40 Ring stone 
42 Lady 

45 Pertinent 
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48 Glacial mass 

50 Palmer of golf 

51 Shammed 

52 Ms. Post of 
manners 

53 — code 


55 Rowed 

58 Saint of Norway 

59 Sharif 

60 Utah lily 

61 Richard of films 

62 Sound 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“We all dress casual on Fridays. 
The gang in "Accounting is 
starting a nudist colony.” 


OECD warns against 
marginalisation of 
poor countries 


PARIS (AFP) — A top 
OECD official has wel- 
comed a continued major 
rise in private financial fl- 
ows to developing coun- 
tries in 1995, but warned 
that a sharp foil in official 
aid could entail growing 
marginalisation of poor 
countries. 

James Michel, chairman 
of the OECD's Develop- 
ment Assistance Commit- 
tee (DAQ, said declining 
aid could undermine tbe 
credibility of new long- 
term objectives for devel- 


opment cooperation ado- 
ped by 21 DAC countries 
just over a month ago of 
resources to developing 
countries, which showed 
that OECD official aid 
dropped by 9.3 per cent in 
real terms to $53.7 billion 
last year. Mr. Michel told a 
news conference that the 
rise in private flows- 
including direct invest- 
ment, bank lending and 
bond issues - was encour- 
aging. but said it “cannot 
substitute” for develop- 
ment aid. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by l l w K Arnold and KBw Argbton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortfinary words. 


CHUR'S 







eiSHttatUllM Sm«a 
MHgNiRtttfval 

a. me. 

TCHAB 







THACAT 


rc 


i : 





FLADGY 

TXT 


WHAT EMERGE? 
WHEN THE WINE? 
&LEW OFF HI*? 
TOUPEE. 


Q 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^^ rrxxKxrm 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BILGE GNOME LEVITY TURKEY 
Answer The result of shopping tar that perfect 
dress - A TRYING- TIME 


Peanuts 


/Land 1 M GONNA MOVE HERE, AND \ 
JUMP HERE, AND MOVE THERE, AND ] 
V^OUJ^I BEAT YOU AGAIN ! 

/ WHAT DO WU \ / D06S DOn't\ 
» (THINK ABOUT THATyl^ARE.. J 




Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 
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HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY, JULY 
29, 1996 


By Thomas S . Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 


April 19) Pushin® your 
ideas won't work with 


those in authority today 
so be patient and every- 
thing will be beneficial. 
You should not steer 
clear of someone you 
owe money to and meet 
your obligation in full. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Do nothing 
about limitations placed 
upon you and don’t be 
demanding. Exercise a 
lot of patience in your 
life today and you can 
handle any situation 
which comes about for 
you and you can be suc- 
cessful in the days ahead. 
GEMINI: (May 23 to 
June 21) You" should 
avoid annoying individu- 
als today and your career 
activities will proceed 
quite smoothly. Be calm 
at night to help your pos- 
sibly distressed mate and 
you can make whatever 
is bothering him or her 
better. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(Ju-ne 22 to July 21) 
Check worldly plans to 
avoid making errors later 
today on whatever your 
career activities happen 
to be. Use care in gome 
after personal gains and 
you will proceed in the 
days ahead with great 
success. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A newcomer could 
give you incorrect infor- 
mation for your new pro- 
ject, so check on it and 
make sure everything is 
proper. Have respect for 
higher-ups today and 
you will gain the respect 
which you desire. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Business 
fairs are a little difficult 


to handle today, so forget 
" at this 


ahcftit anything 

S Be mofe .concerned . 
your mate and show 
you do stand by him 
or her and in whatever 
situation comes around 
which you can be of 
assistance. 


LJQBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Situations 


today may test your 

E nce so keep a cool 
for any situation. It 
may be hard to keep any 
promises you make this 
evening, however do 


four best ‘ Be happy at 
lome with your loved 


ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Find a 
better way of improving 
morning routines today 
and you will be success- 
ful. Don’t disagree with 
a fellow associate and' 
you can avoid an uncom- 
fortable situation which 
may occur later this 
evening. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(Nove-mber 22 to 
December 21) Energy 
can make some project 
work well for you today 
so keep striving for a 
completion. Soothe an 
irate fellow associate and 
you can make cool heads 
prevail. Do the same 
with your mate later this 
evening. 

CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 tc Jan. 20) 
Strive for a more pleas- 
ant home situation today 
with your loved ones and 
there will be a great deal 
of harmony there. Make 
your surrounding more 
attractive and you will be 
able to invite many guest 
for fun there. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
21 to February lSi) 
Soothe a troubled person 
you are corresponding- 
with today and you will 
gain much prestige. This 
is a good evening for 
home entertainment so 
invite many guests into 
your home and show 
them a good time. 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) Don't, put 
aside financial affairs 
today or . you caa find 
yourself short when a 
need arises. Take care 
that you don’t disagree 
with a neighbour later 
this evening since there 
could be a time when 
you will need him or her. 


sines 


4 


* 



f< 

# lflL 

JMk 

& 


f I0ps 

CM 


MR 


msn 

apiA 

# l,n ... 

m m 


,* . •• 

m 

•'*' . „ . . 

rm 

s'! : - -rt 

tem 

4 . * :bf 

t&m 

" ■- 

mm 



"*■ . - € : t 

m \ 

' ,• .47 



*rz 

l.. 


■ ■ -.•■.a* ■ 


. m ; # * \ ■ ' 

am: 

. ■ 

1*5 

• > l ; 



fcp m 

;* 



tm 






Fi 

- ..^5 

■ ... 

sp 

■ . . •• \rv, 

mu 



.. . — -a 

farm 


ya 1 


ft 

• rn 

1 


(<*&, 


30$ A 


Du* 

_ L f» r : 

fy tars 
PS 


05CW5 « 

-.esiment 

m. fi 



-.Eevpt 

w - L 

W?iW 

"CM 

TbeV! 

■■hie'' 

tty 


1 


Trm 

■ • TWK 

« 

| - - - r ' itvmt 




• • - m- 

m 

raws v 


xvtmt 


Dssfeae 

r .-: v*»d 

AMM. 




edbf 
A « 




$ 

■-■V- : • ••'' fifty 


- •' *p- 


— 1 .r- : ?he 

' ■' ■' Tc~' .•* . *i*^r 


~ • r - ibe 

(tor 

f— ■ 

c*m 

- - : ' ~ 




W r -.rn 

pfl 

■ ’• tr> 


• - : . .. r 

«*« c 

T • ‘ ■ -:r " 'ixr 

& 

- •- : U' 

m 


rarffcw 

■ vj ; .j u* 

erf to 

!?V~' "’ar’ini 


.1 -s- .md 

BOrf 







* 


4 



f °R RENT 


■’aca-r- 


I 








i 



¥ 


Birthstone of July: 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye. 
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> Japanese 
bank bad 
debt tops 
$316 
billion 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan- 
ese financial institutions 
held a total of 34,799 bil- 
lion yen ($3 1 6.4 billion ) in 
bad loans at the end of the 
year to March, the finance 
ministry has said. 

The ministry was revis- 
ing its previous calculation 
of loans to bankrupt bor- 
rowers, past due loans and 
restructured loans held by 
deposit-taking financial 
institutions from 34,680 
billion yen released May 
24. 

The figure represents al- 
most the annual gross 
domestic product of South 
Korea, or three times that 
of Hong Kong. 

The ministry said bad 
loans at the end of Septem- 
ber 1995 totalled 38,086 
billion yen. 

It said bad loans held by 
city banks totalled 12,418 
billion yen, bad loans held 
by long-term credit banks 
totalled 3,433 billion yen 
and bad loans by trust 
banks totalled 6,017 billion 
yen. 

w.. The ministry said that of 
* the 21,868 billion yen 
worth of bad loans held by 
the major banks, 3,035 bil- 
lion yen were to bankrupt 
borrowers, 10,077 billion 
yen past due and 8,755 bil- 
lion yen restructured. 

Investment 
in Egypt 
doubles 

CAIRO (AFP) — Domestic 
and foreign investment more 
than doubled in Egypt in the 
first quarter of 1996 com-' 
pared to the same period in 
1995, the head of the Stare 
Investment Organisation 
Ibrahim- Fawzi has said. 
Total investment stood at 
7.81 billion pounds ($2.3 
billion), up from 3.35 billion 
^ pounds ($980 million) in 
? 1995, Mr. Fawzi told the 
government daily A1 Akhban 

Egyptian investment rep- 
resented 80 per cent of the 
total investment and rose 
from $900 million in the 
first quarrer of 1995 to $2 
billion this year, he said 

Capital invested by Arabs 
quadrupled in the same peri- 
od, from $65 million to 
$250 million, while other 
foreign investment incr- 
eased five-fold from $45 
million to $250 million. . 

Mr. Fawzi said most of the 
finance was channelled into 
industry, agriculture and 
tourism. 


Israel ranks third biggest 
source of tourists to Egypt 


CAIRO (AFp, _ lsrac| k 
Uie f* 1 ^ highest source of 
tourists to Egypt, sending 
more visitors here than any 
Arab country. Tourism 
Minister Mamdouh A1 Belt- 
agui said in remarks pub- 
lished Sunday. 

, hjJ os t tourists during the 
1995-96 fiscal year came 
from Germany, followed by 
Britain, Israel, Italy, 
.France, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia and Libya, 
Mr Beltagui said, quoted 
by the Egyptian news 
agency MENA. 

Lior Ben Dor, a 
s^kesman for the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo , told AFP 
that 200,000 Israelis visited 
Egypt over the past year. 
|*the increase in this number 
is due to the peace process," 
he said. 

“Even the number of 
Egyptians visiting Israel 
has nearly doubled from 
around 15,000 to around 


30,000." Mr. Ben Dor 
added. 

Mr. Beltagui said the total 
number of tourists from 
July 1995 to July 1996 
climbed above 3.55 million 
"for the first time in Egypt’s 
history.' 7 

w lf the current rate contin- 
ues the number will reach 
4.3 million tourists by the 
end of the year,” he said 

During the first half of 
1996, 1.7 million tourists 
came to’ Egypt, up 32 per 
cent from January-July 
1995, Mr. Beltagui said. 

Egypt has launched a 
huge publicity campaign to 
rebuild its tourism industry 
which was gutted from 
1992 to 1994 by attacks by 
militants against foreign 
tourists. 

Meanwhile, Egypt is to 
double entry prices for for- 
eign tourists to all its 
archaeological sites includ- 
ing the pyramids, the 


Supreme Antiquities Coun- 
cil has announced. 

“We are going to double 
the price of tickets for for- 
eigners only from next 
October," said the council 
chief Abdul HaJixn Nur 
Eddin.” Prices have not 
risen for six years and we 
decided to double them IS 
months ago. Since then we 
have informed all the 
departments and tourist 
agencies concerned.” 

Mr. Nur Eddin said the 
extra money was needed to 
restore ancient monuments, 
maintain museums and 
fund archaeological digs. 

“It is not acceptable that 
entry to the pyramids 
should be a mere $3,” he 
added. 

Prices vary from site to 
site and are generally far 
cheaper for Egyptians than 
for foreign tourists because 
of their much lower stan- 
dard of living. 


Foreign firms eye Dubai as 
springboard to 1.5b consumers 


DUBAI (AFP) — A rapidly 
growing number of foreign 
firms are setting up busi- 
ness in Dubai and its Jebel 
Ali Free Zone to take aim at 
1.5 billion consumers in the 
Gulf. Central Asia. India 
and Africa. 

Dubai is luring them here 
by investing its limited oil 
revenue in ports, warehous- 
es. roads and communica- 
tion networks while foster- 
ing free enterprise and a 
cosmopolitan social envi- 
ronment, businessmen and 
economic expens said. 

“Oil is running out. 
They’re betting everything 
on trying to attract people. I 
think they're winning," said 
Terry Sorgi, the commer- 
cial attache at the U.S. con- 
sulate in Dubai. Last year 
alone 1,495 foreign compa 1 
nies set up branches, repre- 
sentative offices and joint 
venture partnerships in 
Dubai or in the nearby 
Jebel Ali Free Zone (JAFZ), 
according to figures provid- 
ed by government officials. 

A total of 4.279 compa- 
nies have arrived within the 
last decade. What they are 
targetting are 1.5 billion 
potential consumers stre- 
tching from the Arab st- 
ates, Iran, through the for- 
mer Soviet republics of 
Central Asia, India, Pak- 
istan, and East Africa. 

“It's a huge area. It has 25 
per cent of the world's pop- 
ulation. Most are develop- 
ing countries,” Mr. Sorgi 
said. 

This city of almost one 
million people in the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates has no 
regional rival as a trade hub 
and distribution centre, 
trading with around 150 


pons and airports via Jebel 
Ali. Port Rashid, Dubai 
Creek and Dubai Airport. 

Almost $20 billion worth 
of goods other than oil 
flowed in and out of Dubai 
in 1995, up 9.4 per ceDt 
over the previous year, as 
China overtook Japan as 
Dubai’s top trading partner, 
according to published fig- 
ures. 

Trade involves a gamut of 
goods including cars, com- 
puters, heavy machinery, 
metals, textiles, food prod- 
ucts and grains, with one 
businessman saying about 
$5 million worth of sugar 
is traded here every day. 

Werner Benz. Dresdner 
Bank's chief representative 
for the Middle east who 
moved bis office, here jast 
year from Bahralh;-£&id4he 
free zone was especially 
attractive to many Euro- 
pean businessmen bur- 
dened by regulations at 
home. “From an entrepre- 
neurial point of view, it’s 
something like a paradise,” 
he said. Distributors and 
manufacturers in the JAFZ 
retain 100 per cent owner- 
ship, pay no taxes and ben- 
efit from deep ports and 
vast warehouses as well as 
supplies of cheap energy 
and labour. 

At the end of 1995 there 
were 888 companies in the 
JAFZ, up from 19 when it 
started in 1985. Last year's 
arrivals included such glob- 
al goliaths as General 
Motors, Mitsubishi Motors, 
IBM, Mobil, AT and T. and 
Ericsson. 

In 1995, there were 419 
branches of foreign compa- 
nies in the city, up from 122 
in 1985, and 27 foreign rep- 


resentative offices, up from 
15 in 1985, according to 
Dubai Economic Depart- 
ment figures. 

The vast majority of for- 
eign firms are represented 
in 21,000 joint ventures — 
last year there were 1,266 
new such ventures in which 
UAE businessmen retain 51 
per cent ownership. 

Indians, Iranians and Pak- 
istanis still form the largest 
foreign business communi- 
ties in Dubai, a throwback 
to the centuries of trading 
on wooden dbows which 
still do brisk business from 
the Gulf inlet known as 
Dubai Creek 

Foreigners, including 
labourers, now outnumber 
nationals here by five to 
one. 

“’B rerejwas a wiseinvest- 
ment pushed into the econ- 
omy from oil ... to make 
Dubai a major trade centre, 
an international exhibition 
centre and tourism centre ” 
said Ahmad AI Banna, a 
Dubai Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry official. 

Dubai is also on its way to 
becoming a financial cen- 
tre, Ml Benz added. 

But business leaders said 
Dubai, although touted as a 
Hong Kong or Singapore of 
the Middle East, cannot 
match the trade volume and 
economic sophistication of 
those South East Asian city 
states. 

They said it needed to 
establish a stock exchange, 
improve business laws, 
fight copyright piracy, and 
promote better service. 

One Asian businessman 
said it takes one day to clear 
a check here but only a 
phone call in Hong Kong. 


Middle 
East 
Airlines 
to raise 
capital 
by $225m 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Leb- 
anon’s national earner, Mid- 
dle East Airlines (MEA), has 
voted to raise the company’s 
capital by $225 million to 
meet debts and finance a 
recovery plan, newspapers 
have reported. 

The vote was taken last 
week at a meeting of MEA's 
board of directors, under the 
chairmanship of director gen- 
eral KhaJed Salam, and was 
also attended by representa- 
tives of shareholders Air 
France and the Lebanese 
bank, Intra. 

Mr. Salam said $100 mil- 
lion would be injected imme- 
diately “for the capitalistion 
of debts” while the otber$ 125 
million would be put into the 
account in the next two weeks 
to finance a recovery pro- 
gramme. The plan includes 
restructuring MEA, training 
employees and revanping the 
fleet. Ml Salam said. 

MEA also decided to sell 
four Boeing 707s in order to 
buy four newer planes, he 
added. 

The Saudi daily Al Hayat 
quoting informed sources in 
MEA, said the Lebanese cen- 
tral bard: will finance the new 
capitalisation. 

Last month minister of state 
for financial affairs. Fuad 
Saniora , said the central bank 
would contribute to raising 
MEA's capital, which current- 
ly stands at around $10 mil- 
lion. MEA's capital was 
affected by the devaluation of 
tbe Lebanese pound in the 
1980s when the dollar was 
worth 25 pounds. Currently it 
trades at 1-567 pounds. 

" Irina Bank, owned mostly 
by the Lebanese government 
holds 60 per cent shares of 
MEA, while Air France holds 
28 per cent of tbe company 
and tbe rest is held by private 
Lebanese investors and com- 
pany employ ees. 

The central bank, tbe Leb- 
anese government and 
Kuwaiti and Qatari investors 
bold shares in Intra Bank. 

MEA, which was set up in 
1 944, owes debts estimated at 
$150 million and owns prop- 
erty wrath $205 million. 

Experts blame MEA’s fin- 
ancial problems on Leb- 
anon's 1975-1990 civil war, 
when it was unable to 
upgrade its fleet, bad manage- 
ment aid overstaffing. 

A MEA source told Al 
Hayat that Air France, which 
is facing its own financial cri- 
sis, has refused to take pan in 
MEA’s capitalisation while 
tbe Arab shareholders had 
reservations. 



[ A review of news from the Arabic press 


Ministry working on survey to evaluate 
government services 


■»« THE MINISTRY of Administrative 
Development Is preparing a survey lo gauge 
public opinion on services provided by the 
government. According to Kamal Nasser, 
minister of administrative development, the 
aim of this important survey is to identify 
the areas of weakness and shortcomings jo 
they can be avoided or contained and to 
consolidate and stress areas of strength to 
improve these services. He indicated that the 
field survey will focus on finding out the 
type and the quality level of services 
provided to the people and whether they 
commensurate with the efforts and costs 
from both the public and the government 
departments. 

The survey seeks to specify whether these 
services were easy or difficult to obtain and 
whether the measures required to get the 
services are simple or not. The time factor 
will also be observed to sec if it is really 
necessary or could be shortened. Other 
objectives include the extent of equitable 
coverage and comprehensiveness of the 
services that a concerned department 
provides to the public and the clarity of the 


requirements needed to obtain a service such 
as the documents, fees and other official 
papers. 

Dr. Nasser said that the su:vey/sludy is 
considered as one of the most important 
studies that the ministry is working on as it 
is directly connected with the people's 
contacts with various government 
departments. This study (survey), the 
minister pointed out, wilt show the officials 
the extent for simplifying the measures for 
various procedures and how positively it 
will reflect on the performance of the 
personnel at public institutions. 

According to the minister, the theoretical 
framework of the study and the draft survey 
will need about 15 weeks before preparing 
the final report and reviewing it. Alter that, 
the results of the study will be circulated sd 
as it would put for practical benefit. 

Dr. Nasser said that his ministry would 
continue to organise meetings for the 
secretaries general of the ministries with the 
ministers to discuss strategies for each 
ministry (Al Dustour). 
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DE Marti 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 1 8 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop^p 
6th circle, Amman 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Beal Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Pro fe ssorial Quality) In 
1 Hour Service > 

Develop your 1 colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30 % torpor 


r 23 x JO cm 


Swejfch id: 823891 






rest/urant 

Open House 

infor»m<al 

^T+orracsible 

More Fashionable Now ? 





FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Villas 

—O f- 

Appat imerv s 

in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 


HappqDwjsS 

peticAUxte 
SottftA & 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 8985 37 
Umm Uthttgia 

befeind San Roc it 
Hotel 


CFOWri HOTEL 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 



Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 



jfrenchJfh^Ciiisme 



REAL 

CLEANING 1 

ESTATE 

SERVICES ; 


(byblos) 

FOR 

THE 

PROFESSIONAL 

RENT 

WAY 

PER 

AFFHRKE 

BOSPnALsdB ! 

MATTY 

VILLAS ( ) 

VILLAS 
& FLATS 

FLATS 

1 TEL: 82y882-3" 



R,edicU4/U2*tt 

’Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




I 


^ WE SEND 

* >; FLOWERS 

WORLD WIDE 


( Interflora Membership ) 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


alma Inter Flowers 


. J Um Uthainah 
jjj, Madina M. Street 
Telefax : ( 811395 ).* 



HIM Fire 
Roasted Chicken 

DELICIOUS SANDWICHES 


Ith tbe wood that athw it good. 

Abdullah Oluuha at. 
naff Id Jabar comp Ian 
MoNH ■ OTB 20031 
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Christie disqualified as Bailey sets 
world 100 metres record 

Dramatic photo-finish gives Devers title 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Donovan Bailey of Canada 
crowned an evening of 
drama with a world record 
in the Olympic 100 metres 
final on Saturday, restoring 
the spirit of a Games 
plunged into mourning less 
chan 24 hours earlier. 

World champion Bailey 
clocked 9.84 seconds in a 
sumptuous showdown 
between the cream of 
world sprinters, defeating 
pre- race favourites Frankie 
Fredericks and Ato Boldon 
and guaranteeing his place 
as the fastest man on the 
planet. 

Although Bailey's victo- 
ry came amid controversy 
— defending champion 
Linford Christie of Britain 
was disqualified for two 
false starts — it brightened 
an Atlantan day which had 
begun with a fatal bomb- 
ing. 

If the men’s sprint lived 
up to its billing, the 
women’s 100 metres was 
no less dramatic, ending in 
a controversial photo-finish 
between defending cham- 
pion Gail Devers and 
Jamaican veteran Merlene 
Ottey. 

Both were given the same 
time of 10.94 but, despite 
an appeal, the verdict went 
to Elvers and the 36-year- 
old Ottey once more 
missed out on an Olympic 
gold. 

Devers had an extra rea- 
son to celebrate, along with 
the 80,000 crowd in the 
Olympic stadium, when her 
companion - Kenny 
Harrison won the men’s 


triple jump, becoming only 
the second man to clear 18 
metres. 

In the process he beat the 
only other one to achieve 
the feat, Briton Jonathan 
Edwards, who had to settle 
for silver (see separate 
story). 

The fourth and final gold 
medal of the day went to 
Heli Rantanen of Finland, 
who won the women’s 
javelin. 

In a men’s sprint final 
featuring so many athletes 
with egos as big as their tal- 
ent, drama was inevitable 
and so it proved before the 
race had even started. 

Christie made one false 
start, Trinidadian Boldon a 
second and then Christie 
was called again, earning 
an automatic disqualifica- 
tion. 

The Briton, who protest- 
ed vigorously and had to be 
ordered off the track, was 
later involved in a poten- 
tially ugly scene with 
Boldon after be and other 
sprinters in the race 
accused Christie of not 
showing them respect. 

Bailey proved the sur- 
prise of foe race itself as 
Namibian Fredericks and 
Boldon had set such fast 
times in the eariy rounds 
they seemed destined to 
contest both foe gold and 
the world record between 
themselves. 

But foe Canadian made a 
great start and never let up 
clipping, 0.01 of a second 
off American Leroy 
Burrell’s two-year-old 
world mark. Fredericks 



Canadian sprinter Donovan Bailey cries during the 
medal ceremony where he received the gold medal after 
winning and setting a new world record in the men's 
100 metre dash at Olympic Stadium (Reuters photo) 




took silver in 9.89 
Boldon bronze in 9.90. 

“This one’s for you too 
Jamaica, remember that,” 
foe Jamaican-born Bailey 
said. “I wasn’t thinking 
about a world record. 
Every time I go into races 
and think about that, I 
screw up." 

The women’s race was 
almost equally breathtak- 
ing. Devers was out first 
but Ottey was closing in 
fast when they hit the line 
and the two of them, as 
well as world champion 
Gwen Torrence of the 
United States, appeared to 
cross together. 

The nod was finally given 
to Devers, who became the 
only woman apart from 
American Wyomia Tyus to 
retain the tide, with Ottey 
improving to silver after 
four bronzes in an Olympic 
career going back to 1980. 
Torrence took bronze in 


ishing faster. r 

“I couldn't believe it 
would happen again,” she 
said. “If they made foe 
races 102 metres long I 
would always win.” 

Another career which has 
been going on for almost as 
long as Ottey’s looked set 
to end when Jackie Joyner- 
Kersee pulled out of foe 
women’s heptathlon after 
foe 100 metres hnrdles, the 
first event, with a ham- 
string injury. 

American Joyner-Kersee 
had been aiming for a third 
successive gold in what she 
had said would be her last 
Olympics. 

Michael Johnson contin- 
ued bis build-up towards an 
expected three-gold haul 
with a victory in the second 
round of foe 400 metres. 

It was not only foe golden 
shoes he wore that were 
unusual. The American, for 
once, decided to toy with 


Gail Devers (right) jumps into the arms of her coach 
Bob Kersee after winning the 100m women’s race of the 


XXVI Summer Olympic Games at Atlanta’s Olympic 
Stadium (Reuters photo) 


10.96. Ironically, Devers •.--.foe field by going into foe 
beat Ottey in exactly foe last bend well behind foe 
same kind of photo-finish leaders — before powering 
at the world championships through to win stylishly 
in Stuttgart three years ago without appearing to break 
when Ottey was also fin- sweat 


Three positive drug 
tests at Atlanta — IOC 


ATLANTA (R) — The International Olympic Committee 
said on Sunday three athletes including two bronze medal- 
lists had failed drugs tests at the Atlanta Gaines. 

IOC spokeswoman Michele Verdier named them as 
Russian swimmer Andrei Korneyev, third in foe 200 metres 
breaststroke, his compatriot Zaftr Guliyev, a bronze medal 
wrestler, and Lithuanian cyclist Rita Razmaite. 

Verdier said all three athletes had been disqualified from 
foe Games aod Korneyev and Guliyev stripped of their 
medals. 

All three were found to have taken foe substance bro- 
mantan, a class one stimulant. 

The bans were the first doping cases at foe trouble- 
plagued Atlanta Games. 

Cuban judoka Estela. Rodriguez was earlier reprimanded 
for taking a diuretic without informing her coach. This was 
not considered a doping offence. 


Harrison wins 
with jump of his life 


ATLANTA (R) — 

American Kenny Hanison 
produced the best triple 
jump of bis life to clinch his 
first Olympic title at the 
Adanta Games on Saturday. 

The 31 -year-old Harrison 
became only foe second 
man to jump over 18 metres 
when he recorded an 
Olympic record of 18.09 
metres, defeating Britain’s 
world record bolder 
Jonathan Edwards and 
Olympic champion Mike 
Conley in foe process. 

World champion 

Edwards, foe only other 
jumper to have gone over 
foe mark, took foe silver 
mpdal with 17.88 with 
Cuba’s Yoelbi Quesada 
winning bronze with 17.44 
metres. Conley finished 
fourth with 17.40. 

Harrison has not won a 


major title since foe 1991 
world championship , in 
Tokyo at foe end of his most 
consistent season. 

The American, who 
jumped a wind-assisted 
18.01 in foe same Atlanta 
stadium in June and 
pledged before foe Games 
that he would jump further 
than any roan in history, 
opened the competition 
with a brilliant 17.99 to take 
the lead. He went over the 
magic 18 metres Mark in 
the fourth round. 

Edwards failed to register 
a jump in his opening two 
attempts but lifted his form 
in the fourth round to take 
second place. The result, 
however, marked foe 
Briton's first defeat in a 
competition since foe end 
of foe 1994 season. 



Kenny Harrison of the United States competes in the 
men’s triple jomp and wins the gold medal with a new 
Olympic record of 18.09 at the summer Olympics in 
Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


Seles, bothered by bomb news, defeats Sabatini; Agassi advances 


ATLANTA (R) — Monica 
seles is determined not to 
allow Saturday's bomb 
attack to revive painful 
memories of foe security 
lapse which led to her stab- 
bing ar a Hamburg tourna- 
ment in 1993. 

Seles, who is staying in 
foe Olympic village and 
playing in the tennis tourna- 
ment, received an early 
wake-up. call from former 
New York Mayor David 
Dinkins followed by a 
stream of telephone 
enquiries from friends and 
family concerned about her 


well-being. 

“He asked me ‘are you all 
right,’ and I said ‘why are 
you asking that?*” said 
Seles, describing how she 
learned of the explosion 
from Dinkins. 

“I had no idea.. it's terri- 
ble what happened last 
night. But 1 am still trying to 
go to the track and field 
tonight and to go to other 
events and get on with my 
life. That's what happened 
after foe stabbing.” 

Seles, who says she will 
remain in foe village, is 
accompanied everywhere 


by a security man, who 
stays by her on court during 
foe changeovers and sits 
nearby during play. 

So far she has had foe 
same security guard, who 
has an Alsatian dog along- 
side him off court, through- 
out the games. “But I don’t 
have exclusivity on him or 
his dog.” 

Seles was composed 
enough to defeat 13fo seed 
Gabriela Sabatini 6-3 6-3 on 
Saturday and reach foe 
quarter-finals. 

“As soon as 1 walk into 
foe stadium I focus only on 



Andre Agassi 


tennis,” she said. 
Fellow American 


Andre 


Agassi, favourite to lift foe 
Olympic men’s title, man- 
aged to win only two of foe 
first 11 games before recov- 
ering to beat Italy's Andrea 
Gaudenzi 2-6 6-4 6-2. 

Agassi said be was too 
eager to begin with and 
overhitting his shots before 
a word of advice from coach 
Brad Gilbert put him back 
on track. 

“Brad told me I was hit- 
ting moonshots, missiles” 
Agassi said. 

Defending Olympic 
champion Marc Rossei of 
Switzerland was forced to 


retire in his match against 
14-seed Renzo Furlan of 
Italy. Rosset, foe eighth 
seed, said he felt (fizzy dur- 
ing the match and his legs 
were weak. 


“I have been feeling this 
way for three or four days, 
just tired and weak,” said 
Rosset, adding he is to 
undergo blood tests. 



.TTV’s Olympic coverage, 
on Channel 2 for Monday 


Athletics 

Equestrian 

Diving 

Summary A (Channel 1) 

Table Tennis (ladies doubles final) 
Weightlifting 108-kg final 
Athletics 7 finals 
Summary B (Channel 1) 
Gymnastics individual events 
Diving (men's springboard) 
Summary C (Channel 1) 


15:20 - 19:30 
15:25-20:05 
18:25 - 20:00 
20:30-21:30 
20:55 - 22:15 
22:55-01:00 
00:20 - 06:15 
01:15-02:15 
03:25 - 06:10 
04:55 - 07:00 
07:00 - 0S:00 
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Croatia oust holders 
Italy in water polo semis 


ATLANTA (R) — Croatia 
beat title-holders Italy 7-6 
in foe semifinals of the 
Olympic water polo tourna- 
ment on Saturday and face 
1992 silver medallists 
Spain in the final. 

Croatia, beaten by both 
Italy and foe United States 
in the preliminary round- 
robin group series, raised 
their game when foe stakes 
were higher in a match 
which went into extra-time 
with the score at 4-4 at the 
end of normal time. 

Four-goal Josko Krekovic 
was the Croatian hero, scor- 
ing with a penalty to level 
foe score at 6-6 midway 
through foe second period 
of extra-time and netting 
foe winner, again from a 
penalty, just 10 seconds 
from foe end. 

Croatia, only third in their 
preliminary group, beat 
Yugoslavia 8-6 in Friday’s 
quarter-final battle between 




Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 


BRAVEHEART 
winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 


Adel Imam stars in 
Sleeping in Honey 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

Jim Carrey & Jeff Daniels 
Dumb and Dumber 
Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “2” 

BRAVEHEART 


Shows: 3:45, 6:45, 9:45 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 


Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 


Arab Human Rights 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155-640155 
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rival parts of the old com- 
munist Yugoslavia before 
foe country broke apart. 

Italy, coached by 
Yugoslav Ratko Rudic, had 
won all their previous 
matches in this tournament, 
defeating Russia 11-9 in the 
quarter-finals. 

They came to Atlanta as 
both Olympic and worid 
champions, having beaten 
Spain in foe respective \ 
finals of Barcelona 1992 
and Rome 1994. 

Spain beat former cham- 
pions Hungary 7-5 in foe 
other semifinal, scoring 
three times in foe final quar- 
ter to overhaul a Hungarian 
lead. Salvador Gomez 
scored four goals for Spain. 

Italy and Hungary, who • 
topped the two preliminary 
groups, will contest foe 
third-place play-off for 
bronze before foe Croatia- 
Spain final on Sunday. 
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Atlanta 1996 


Olympics schedule 
for Monday, July 29 

Iarchery 

Women’s individual 1/16 
1/32 

ATHLETICS 
Women’s 10 km walk, 
final men’s discus, qualify- 
ing 

Women’s 100 hurdles, 1st 
and 2nd round 
Women’s triple jump, qual- 
ifying 

Men’s 1500, 1st round 
Men's 400 hurdles, 1st 
round 

Men’s 110 hurdles, semifi- 
nals and finals 
Women’s discus, finals 
Men’s 800, semifinals 
Men’s long jump, finals 
Women’s 400, finals 
Men’s 3,000 steeplechase. 
1st round 
Women's 400 hurdles, 
semifinals 
Men’s 10,000, final 

BADMINTON 
Mixed doubles, quarter- 
finals 

Men’s and women’s dou- 
bles, semifinals 

BASEBALL 
Italy vs. Netherlands 
Cuba vs. Nicaragua 
jJapan vs. South Korea 

BASKETBALL 
(Women) 

Ukraine vs. Australia 
-Russia vs. China 
South Korea vs. U.S. 

(Italy vs. Brazil 
Canada vs. Japan 


Cuba vs. Zaire 

(diving 

Men’s springboard, semifi- 
nals and finals 

EQUESTRIAN 

Open individual, qualify-: 

|ing 

FIELD HOCKEY 
(Men) 

Britain vs. Australia 
Malaysia vs. South Korea 
Netherlands vs. South 
Africa 

GYMNASTICS 
'Men’s vault, finals 
[Women’s balance beam 
finals 

Men’s paralled bars, finals 
iWomen’s floor exercise 
finals 

(Men’s high bar, finals 

SOFTBALL 
Semifinals 

TABLE TENNIS 
[Women's doubles, finals 
[Women’s singles, quarter- 
finals 

(Men’s doubles semifinals 

TEAM HANDBALL 
(Men) 

Egypt vs. France 
Sweden vs. Kuwait 
Germany vs. Algeria 
Russia vs. Croatia 
Cuba vs. European cham- 
pion 

U.S. vs. Switzerland 
TENNIS 

(Women's singles, quarter- 
finals 

Men’s doubles, quarter- 
finals 


VOLLEYBALL 
(Men) 

Poland vs. Argentina 
Italy vs. Yugoslavia 
Tunisia vs. Russia 
Netherlands vs. South 
Korea 

U.S. vs. Bulgaria 
Cuba vs. Brazil 

WEIGHTLIFTING 
108 kg, group B 
108 kg, group A finals 

Iyachting . 

Open Star, Men’s Mistral 
and Women’s Mistral 
finals; Open Laser, 
(Women’s Europe, and 
Open 

iTomado, 9th and 10th 
races. 



Egyptian handball players kiss the court after their upset victory over Germany in 
tram handball at the XXVI Summer Olympic Games. Egypt won the match 24-22 
(Reuters photo) 


China’s Fu Mingxia does it again 


ATLANTA (R) — China's 
soaring sylph of the' high 
dive pulled it off with barely 
a splash. 

Four years after her 
dreamily easy execution of 
nightmarishly difficult dives 
seized both the gold and the 
world's imagination at 
Barcelona, Fu Mingxia was 
back at the top in Atlanta on 
Saturday. 

"I was not feeling too well, 
but that did not affect me,” 
Fu said afterward. “In any 
competition, 1 rely on my 
spiritual strength.” 

Fu’s victory in Olympic 
women's platform diving 
was expected. 

“I am in awe of her," said 
Mary Ellen Clark of the 
United States, the bronze 
medallist in the event. 

Fu, now just 18, has been 
the world's champion diver 
since the age of 12. Her aer- 
ial displays in Barcelona as 
she threw herself off the 10 
metre (30 foot) platform 
were beamed around the 
world — a weightless vision 
of elegance drawn with one 
hundred per cent precision. 

In Atlanta, that vision was 
on view for the world again. 

While Clark, who at age 
32 became the oldest Amer- 
ican ever to win a diving 
medal, was a favourite with 
the sentimental section of 
the U.S. audience, far pure 
diving thrill there was no 
one to look at but Fu. 

Meeting reporters after her 
win, Fu quickly became 
again the girl who won 
hearts in Barcelona. 

While she has suffered 
bouts of fever and an eye 
problems since arriving in 
Atlanta, she said those bad 



Fu Mingxia.* of China, twists through the air during her 
10m platform diving competition performance, at the 
Georgia Tech Aquatic Centre. She won the gold medal 
with a total score of 521.58 (Reuters photo) 


not caused any problems 
once she clunbed the- vertig- 
inous heights of-^ihe plat- 
form. 

She has grown a bit since 
her Spanish triumph, where 
sheas 14-year-old. 

But if anything the years 
have given her more grace, 
transforming the prodigy 
into a maestro. 

have been diving for 
five years, and have been 
changing from a child into 
an 18-year-old," she said. 
“Every year there are 


changes. My thinking 
change^ my body changes- 
'Hsefe^arc always new diffi- 
culties for me to face.” 

Fu’s punishing training 
regime, which before com- 
petition involves seven-hour 
workouts six days a week is 
unchanged. And her single- 
minded pursuit of diving 
excellence is just as focused. 

Clutching a stuffed ani- 
mal, she said it was only 
through “bitter sacrifice” 
that she has made it to where 
she is. 


World’s 
top 

athletes 
defiant and 
angry 

ATLANTA (R) — For the 
world’s top athletes, the 
Olympics offer the pinnacle 
of ambition. 

After a pipe bomb tore the 
heart out of the centenary 
games, they spoke with one 
voice — and it was angry. 

Their defiance echoed the 
determination of Atlantans 
who saw their giant street 
party destroyed on Saturday 
in a hail of shrapnel from the 
crude bomb in the Olympic 
Centennial Park, a public 
entertainment area that had 
become a focal point for vis- 
itors to the Gaines. Two peo- 
, pie died and 110 were 
injured in the blast. 

Tennis ace Monica Seles, 
the mental scars still healing 
three years after a crazed fan 
stabbed her, put it simply: 
“You just have to go on.” 

“I am still trying to go to 
the track and field tonight 
and to go to other events and 
get on with my life,” she 
said. “That's what happened 
after the stabbing." 

Andre Agassi, the most 
flamboyant talent on the 
international tennis circuit, 
did not mince his words: “I 
think they should execute 
him publicly if they catch 

him. * 1 ' 

Gail Devers’s joy at retain- 
ing her 100 metres title was 
tinged with sadness. “It’s 
time for me to be joyous over 
what I did but it’s also time 
for sadness," she said. “To 
me the bomb stood for 
destroying the Olympic spir- 
it." 

Irish swimmer Michelle 
Smith had won three gold 
medals for her country but 
spent the week feuding off 
allegations that her remark- 
able improvement at the age 
of 26 was due to drugs. She 
denies using performance- 
enhancing drugs. 

The night the bomb tore 
the heart out of the games, 
she was out celebrating on 
the town. Her first thought 
was to get back to the safety 
of the Olympic village. She 
delivered a forceful message 
to her fellow athletes trying 
to refocus their minds after 
the disaster ‘Concentrate on 
the job you have to do. It will 
be the greatest experience of 
your life.” 


FOR RENT 

I. Luxuriously Furnished Apartment 

First floor 250 sq.m, apartment in a two floor building, luxuriously 
furnished. With balconies overlooking one of the nicest private 
gardens. Consisting of a large salon, a dining room, two large 
bedrooms, fully equipped kitchen, two bathrooms and a laundry 
room. Located in the best residential area in Amman. 

ii. Ground Floor Apartment . 

Cozy, independent with its private garden. Consisting of a fully 
furnished large salon, dining room, two bedrooms, bathroom, and 
a fully equipped kitchen, with service door. Located in one of the 
best residential area in Amman. 

If interested please call 671 509 


FOR RENT 
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Deluxe Finishing . 

Parking spaces . 

Khalidi Hospital Rd.J^CircIe Jabal Amman 
Rental spaces from 50 
Brand new Building . 


RESTAURANT MANAGERS 
& ASSISTANT MANAGERS 
WANTED 


Experienced restaurant managers and 
assistant managers for American fast 
food concepts to open in Amman. 
Must be fluent in both spoken and writ- 
ten English } experience must include 
total responsibility for restaurant oper- 
ations and profit management. 

/" Call 668-326 to schedule an 
^ appointment for an interview 


A foreign regional [ office,, 
is looking foK the fplloyyjng 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Applicants should have the following 
qualifications : 

-Excellent command of English and Arabic 
(spoken and written) 

-Excellent knowledge of Computers 
- Good knowledge of office administration 
and filing. 

-Experience is a must 

OFFICE MANAGERIAL HELP 

The main task of the job is to run the daily 
errands of the office and follow up all 
government and non-goverment papers. 

Applicants should have a car , be 
efficient and hard working. 

Interested applicants write to the following address; 

P.O.Box 830024 Amman 11183 


LARGE 3 STOREY BUILDING FOR RENT OR 
LONG LEASE FOR EMBASSIES OR 
INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES 

Situated in Abdoun, the most prestigious part of Amman 
overlooking the American & S. African Embassies. 

The ground floor with its own entrance and is surround- 
ed by lawns, fully-furnished: 2 salons plus dining room 
overlooking swimming pool & rockery gardens: A study 
room, three bedrooms and modem kitchen with break- 
fast area and all electrical equipment, overlooking back 
garden and modem swimming pool and barbecue area: 
A/C & full heating system available, garages available 
for 3/4 cars. 

First floor: Large salon plus dining room, large kitchen, 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, its own heating, water and 
electrical system. Could be converted into about 10 
offices. 

Second floor: Large salon plus dining room, 3 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, modem kitchen, own heating, 
water and electrical system: A huge terrace with M 
panoramic view. 

Also available 4 servant rooms with kitchen & bath- 
room. The basement: Chauffeur's room & stores. 

The second and third floors could be fully furnished if 
required. 

Total area of building 1,100 sq.m. 

Tel: 857725 / 079 25669 Amman. Fax: 630829 
P.O.Box 1708, Amman 11118. 


Roba first African 
woman to win marathon 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Fatuma Roba of 
Ethiopia won the 
Olympic marathon title 
on Sunday and became 
the first woman from 
the African continent to 
win a medal in the clas- 
sic test of endurance. 

Roba, a 25-year-old 
police officer from 
Addis Ababa, took the 
lead around 18 km of 
the 42.195 km course 
and steadily increased 
her advantage with a 
beautifully smooth run- 
ning style to win in two 
hours 26 minutes 05 
seconds, a personal 
best. 

Her wianing margin 
of exactly two minutes 
over second-placed 
Valentina Yegorova of 
Russia, the defending 
champion who took the 
silver medal in 2:28.05, 
was also the biggest in 
the 12-year Olympic 
history of the event. 

Yuko Arimori of 
Japan, who took the sil- 
ver medal in Barcelona 
four years ago, clocked 
2:28 .39 to claim the 
bronze. 

’s Katrin 
irly 

leader who finished 
fifth in Barcelona, nar- 
rowly missed out on a 
medal again, finishing 
fourth. 

Roba’s victory was 



Germany’ 

Doerre, the early race 


Fatuma Roba of Ethiopia celebrates her gold medal vic- 
tory in the women's Olympic marathon at the Cente- 
nlal Olympic Games July 28. Roba won the marathon 
in an unofficial time of two hours 26.(M( Reuters 
photo) 


& 


ing the stadium, but it 
still brought huge 
embarrassment to me 
organisers. 


the first by an Ethiopian 
in an Olympic mara- 
thon since the 1960s 
when Abebe Bikila 
(1960 and 1964) and 
Mamo Wolde (1968) 
won the men’s race in 
successive Olympics. ’ 

In those days tne fur- 
thest a woman ran in 
the Olympics was 800 
metres and Roba’s 
superb performance 
showed just what 
gigantic sondes women 
athletes have made 
since then. 

Once she moved 
ahead of the field she 
was never threatened 
and looked as relaxed 
over the second half the, 
race as if she were out 
for a Sunday morning 
strolL 

The race began in 
some confusion under 
gloomy skies at 7.05 
a.m. (1105 GMT) just 
as heavy early morning 
rain was ending. 

An official was still 
on the track when the 
starter fired his gun and 
he was buffeted and 
jostled by dozens of the 
89 starters as he strug- 
gled to reach the sanc- 
tuary of the infield. 

As blunders go it may 
not have been on the 
same scale as the start 
of the women’s world 
championship mara- 
thon in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, last year when 
the runners ran one lap 
less than they should 
have done before leav- 


Doerre led the runners 
out of the Olympic sta- 
dium into midtown 
Atlanta, but it was 
another German, Uta 
Pippig, who dominated 
the early stages of the 
race. 

Pippig, the three-time 
winner of the Boston 
marathon, tried to break 
the field early on with 
several quickly-run 
kilometres, • ••■ and 
although she estab- 


lished a 32-second lead 
at one stage, she was 
caught after 17 kilome- 
tres, her tactic misfiring 
badly. 

Yegorova and Ari- 
mon, who finished just 
eight seconds apart in 
Barcelona in 1992, 
were always in con- 
tention in the chasing 
pack along with Lidia 
Simon of Romania and 
Maria Machado of Por- 
tugal, but Simon and 
Machado gradually 
faded leaving Yegorova 
and Arimon to battle 
for the . silver and 
bronze medals. 



Cockroaches - ants - bedbugs - flies - 
mosquitoes - rats 

| For pest control just call Agriculture World 
Stores Tel: 685626 - 685627 • 

We care 


Computer Section Manager 

A recently established Jordanian insurance 
company is seeking a suitable applicant for the 
position of Head Of Computer Section with the 
following qualifications: 

- Appropriate university degree. 

- 3-5 years experience preferably in Insurance 
companies. 

- UNIX (TCP/IP) and Novell experience. 

- Windows NT background. 

- Background in LAN setup and management. 

- Design and development experience using latest 
ORACLE releases and Case Tools ( Designer 

2000, Developer 2000). 

Suitable candidates are requested to send CV's 
and recent photo, in strict confidence, by August 
10th, 1996 at the latest to: 

Computer Section • Position 
P.O.Box 830142 
Amman - 11183 - Jordan 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading Jordanian Company in cooperation with the University of Chicago, are seeking self 
motivated and dynamic individuals for the position of Research Director, two researchers and 
one assistant researcher. The Research Director will help establish and head an independent 
research centre focusing on social and policy issues pertaining to the rights of children. 

Candidates for Research Director should have: 

a. A Ph. D degree or equivalent academic training or experience. 

b. Experience in leading research teams. 

c. Ability to define research objectives and goals. 

d. Experience in dealing with social research such as community, family and child related 
issues. 

e. Substantia) statistical background. * 

f. Ability to design and execute research methodologies, programmes and studies. 

g. Computer skills and experience in data base management systems and SPSS or similar 
software. 

h. Ability to interpret research results and formulate recommendations for policy makers. 

L Ability to interface and communicate with various local and international organisations. 

j. Substantial experience in using quantitative and qualitative research methods. 

k. Creativity, independence of thought and originality. 

l. A deep understanding of die uses and benefits of applied research for policy making and 
developmental programme issues. 

m. Ability to create and manage an organisation. 

n. Ability to create and follow, a plan to achieve a series of research related objectives and 


o. Full proficiency in the English and Arabic languages. 

Remuneration packages are attractive and are given on the basis of qualifications and an inter* 
view. The posts will be of continuous nature and thus offer long-term employment 
Interested candidates should send or fax their curriculum vitae (CV) to the following address or 
number 

Research Candidates 
P.O.Box 5296 
Amman 11183, Jordan 

Fax to 811374 

Kindly state on the application your interest as research director, researcher or research assistant. 
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Evidence points to mid-air 
break-up of TWA Flight 800 


EAST MORICHES, New 
York (AFP.) — Investigators 
said Sunday they were 
searching for foe cockpit of 
TWA Flight 800. but stopped 
short of confirming reports 
the jetliner broke up in mid- 
air and denied they had con- 
cluded a bomb caused the 
deadly explosion. 

The forward part of the 
Boeing 747 has been located 
2.4 kilometres “further back 
along the line that the aircraft 
was flying" from the tail 
wreckage. Robert Francis, 
vice chairman of the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) said Sunday. 

Divers searching the 
Atlantic Ocean floor near 
here have found major sec- 
tions of the first class and 
business class sections of the 
Paris-bound plane, but have 
not located the cockpit 

Mr. Francis stopped short 
of saying this proved the July 
17 explosion caused the plane 
to break into pieces while still 
in the air. but said at a news 
conference: “Thines that 


come off first tend to be an 
indicator of what happened" 
“We’re obviously interested 
in anything in the front of foe 
aircraft that might include foe 
cockpit,” he said 
But he cautioned that inves- 
tigators would not “be able to 
do a foil analysis until parts of 
foe aircraft were lifted” from 
foe seabed All 230 people 
aboard Flight 800 died as foe 
plane plunged into the ocean 
shortly after taking off from 
New York’s John F. Kennedy 
International Airport 
The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) has said 
the crash might have been 
caused by a mechanical mal- 
function, a bomb or a surface- 
to-air missile. 

Mr. Francis and justice 
department officials insisted 
Sunday that none of the theo- 
ries could be discounted at 
this stage, contrary to a CNN 
television report that investi- 
gators had concluded a bomb 
caused the July 17 explosion. 

But asked about a possible 
malfunction. White House 


Chief of Staff Leon Panetta 
said in an ABC interview that 
“the evidence is beginining to 
move away from that possi- 
bility" CNN reported foal a 
bomb in foe front cargo hold 
of foe plane ripped foe front 
off the jumbo jet causing it to 
crash. 

Evidence foat the plane 
broke up was further backed 
by radar readings from air 
traffic control 

Readings showed the plane 
continued to fly for some 24 
seconds after its two black 
boxes stopped recording 
because of a loss of electric 
power. Ground radar then 
picked up two targets, and 
then multiple targets just 
before the plane, burning at 
this stage, disappeared into 
the sea, a possible indication 
of its breakup. 

CNN said sources believed 
the plane flew for several sec- 
onds without a front and that 
the severed part could explain 
why radar operators spotted 
two points on their screens as 
die plane crashed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Arafat arrives in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat arrived 
in Saudi Arabia on Sunday for a two-day visit that will include 
talks with King Fahd likely to focus on ways of easing eco- 
nomic problems in the autonomous territories, officials said. 
Mr. Arafat is to discuss the employment of Palestinian work- 
ers in foe oU-rich kingdom as an alternative to Israel, which 
has sealed its borders with foe Gaza Strip and other 
autonomous areas on the West Bank, a Palestinian diplomat in 
Riyadh said. Mustapha Sheikh Dhib also said Mr. Arafat 
would brief Saudi leaders on the latest developments in the 
peace process including his meeting last week with Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy. Mr. Arafat is to meet King Fahd for 
the first time since the Saudi monarch suffered a stroke in 
November 1995 in foe western town of Jeddah on Sunday, as 
well as Crown Prince Abdullah. 


Group threatens Americans in Egypt 


CAIRO (R) — A group calling itself Jihad (holy struggle) 
threatened on Sunday to send Americans in Egypt home 
t'canned in coffins” unless the United States ended its support 
for Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. The threat in a state- 
ment faxed do an Arabic language newspaper in London, was 
timed to coincide with Mr. Mubarak’s arrival in Washington 
for scheduled talks with President Bill Clinton and other 
senior U.S. officials on Middle East peace. “The American 
policy with its historic stupidity ignited jihad in Egypt then 
Algeria then Palestine and then the Arabian Peninsula against 
Americans.” the group said in a statement “The poor Ameri- 
can president who is de facto president of Egypt is involved 
and he cannot withdraw from this involvemenL.-because his 
agent Hosni Mubarak cannot stop the volcano of the Islamic 
revolution.” the statement said. 


Israel ends attempts to amend nuclear treaty 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel said Sunday it would no 
longer seek amendments to the comprehensive Nuclear 
Test Ban Treaty, which is to be discussed at an upcoming 
disarmament conference it] Geneva. “Israel, which is 
committed to prohibiting all nuclear tests, will not 
attempt to reopen negotiations concerning compromises 
in the treaty,” Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy said 
after talks with the director of the U.S. Nuclear Disarma- 
ment Agency, John Holum. “Israel has decided to adopt 
this position although the current version of the treaty 
does not address all our concerns ” Mr. Levy said. Israel 
has never admitted to having nuclear weapons, although 
foreign military experts believe the Jewish state has 
between 100 to 200 atomic bombs, along with long- 
range missiles to carcy them. Various Israeli governments 
have said they would never be the first to introduce 
nuclear weapons into the Middle East. 


Third Israeli victim of attack dies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — A man wounded in a 
drive-by shooting blamed on Palestinian militants that killed 
his wife and father died Sunday morning, hospital officials 
said. Palestinian authorities said they were questioning sus- 
pects in the attack. Zeev Munk. 30. died at Tel Aviv’s Tel 
Hashomer hospital from a gunshot wound to foe head received 
in Friday’s attack. Munk's wife, Rachel, and father, Uri, died 
Friday. His mother, who was also in foe car, was treated for 
shock and released. The shooting occurred 25 kilometers 
southwest of Jerusalem and just 15 kilometers from the West 
Bonk, in the same area where an Israeli couple was killed in a 
similar attack lost month. Police said they believed both 
attacks were carried out by Palestinian militants from the West 
Bank town of Hebron. 


Six die in Yemen floods 


SAN 'A (AP) — Six people have died over the last two days 
in floods caused by heavy rains in foe southern province of 
Taiz, the state-run San’a radio reported Saturday. It said on 
unspecified number of people have been injured in the north- 
eastern Artaab region. Since early July, 200 people have per- 
ished and scores have been hurt in floods that have swept sev- 
eral provinces. The government estimates damage at S1.2 mil- 
lion. On Thursday, health ministry officials said foat an out- 
break of malaria caused by the heavy flooding has killed 35 
people in Taiz province. 


Court upholds execution of murderer-rapist 


DUBAI (AFP) — A court in Dubai has upheld the death 
penalty against a father of 1 6 children who was found guilty 
of kidnapping, raping and murdering a seven-year-old girl 
official sources said. The court of cassation on Saturday 
upheld earlier rulings by the appeals and criminal courts 
ordering foe execution of Khaled Mohammad A1 Moussagy, 
a 40-year-old United Arab Emirates national, the official 
WAM news agency said. The case now goes to UAE Resi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahyan, who has the right 
to grant a pardon under local laws. 


Police follow 
‘promising 
leads’ in 
Atlanta blast 
probe 


ATLANTA (R) — U.S. 
investigators hunting a white 
American man they suspect 
holds die key to the Atlanta 
Games bombing said on Sun- 
day they were pursuing 
“promising leads"and mak- 
ing good progress. 

The bomb, a crude home- 
made device made more 
deadly because it was laced 
with nails and screws, 
exploded in a packed public 
park during a rock concert in 
foe early hours of Saturday. 
Two people died and 110 
were injured. 

“We are looking for a white 
American man who made a 
911 emergency call immedi- 
ately before the blast” said a 
police spokesman. The call 
from a pay telephone beside 
the popular Centennial Park, 
was made half an hour before 
die explosion. 

Jamie Gorelick, deputy 
attorney general in charge of 
foe investigation, said investi- 
gators were closely looking at 
the theory that an American 
was responsible. 

“That is one of the principal 
theories we are pursuing,’’ 
she said on NBC's “meet the 
press” when asked if the FBI 
was looking for a “home- 
grown terrorist”. 



OVERVIEW OF SEMI SUBMERGED BUILDINGS IN SOUTH KOREA: Apartment blocks in the South Kore- 
an town of Munsan Sunday lay partly submerged after days of heavy rainfall caused extensive flooding through- 
out the country. Torrential rains left at least 50 people dead and tens of thousands homeless (see story on page 
5j (Reuters photo) 


Husseini warns Israel about Jerusalem 


DOHA (AFP) — Senior 
Palestinian official Faisal 
A1 Husseini warned Israel's 
new right-wing government 
on Sunday to change its 
position on Jerusalem or 
risk the scuttling the peace 
process. 

“The situation (in 
Jerusalem) is difficult 
because of the attitude of 
Israeli authorities and this 
.endangers the Middle East 
peace process.** Mr. Hussei- 
ni said here after talks with 
Qatari officials about the 


situation in the Holy City, 
the official QNA news 
agency said. 

Mr. Husseini is a minis ter 
with the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) tasked 
with the issue of Jerusalem, 
which is claimed by both 
Israel and the Palestinians 
as their capital. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Saturday 
condemned a decision by 
Israel’s supreme court to 
allow Jewish extremists 
into Jerusalem's Temple 


Mount. 

The Palestinian Commit- 
tee on Jerusalem, headed by 
Mr. Arafat said the court's 
decision harmed the “holy 
places and the sensibilities 
of Muslims and Christians 
in the Holy City." 

The compound, known as 
Haram A1 Sharif in Arabic, 
contains A1 Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock, 
the third holiest site in 
Islam after Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia. 

The Temple Mount Faith- 


ful want to destroy the 
mosques to rebuild the Jew- 
ish temple, which they 
believe was destroyed by 
the Romans in 70 A.D. 

The Pales tiilians wane 
East Jerusalem, annexed by 
Israel in 1967. to be the 
capital of a future state, but 
the new right-wing Israeli 
government of Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu 
rules out negotiations on 
what it considers Israel’s 
undivided capital. 


Chechen rebels say they repelled Russian attack 


SOUTHERN CHECHENYA 
(R) — Rebels based at a key 
mountain pass in southern 
Chechenya said on Sunday 
they had repelled a Russian 
attempt to capture a strategic 
peak. . 

“Three days ago, the Rus- 
sians came up onto the 
mountain. But we pushed 
them back," Adlan Usupov, 
commander of the post, told 
Reuters. “They are now in 
shock and will not be able to 
recover for two weeks." be 
declared. 

“Yesterday we agreed a 
ceasefire with them to let 
them collect their bodies.” 
He did not say how many 
bodies there were or whether 
the rebels had suffered any 


casualties. 

It was not possible to con- 
firm the information with the 
commanders on foe Russian 
side, but conscripts at a 
Russian checkpoint outside 
foe nearby village of Shatoi 
said foat they had not beard 
any artillery firing for three 
days. 

When reporters visited the 
area on Monday and Tues- 
day, artillery fire boomed 
through the mountains from 
Russian positions near the 
village of Borzoi, 55 kilome- 
tres south of the Chechen 
capital Grozny. 

The rebels said their oppo- 
nents were trying to take out 
their anti-aircraft positions so 
as to renew air raids on foe 


villages higher in the moun- 
tains. 

On Sunday all was quiet on 
foe heavily forested peaks. 

Rebel sources say field 
commander Shamil Basayev 
is based in one of those vil- 
lages, Itura-Kale, although 
regional field commander 
Daud Akhmadov denied on 
Tuesday that there were any 
senior separatist figures 
there. 

“He (Basayev) has been 
fighting around Shatoi since 
July 9,” Sultan Sidiyev, a 
field commander in the near- 
by Vedeno region, said last 
week. 

He was referring to foe day 
when fighting flared again in 
Chechenya. shattering a 


ceasefire agreed before Rus- 
sia's presidential election on 
July 3. 

Basayev, who led a mass 
hostage-taking raid inside 
Russia a year ago, is one of 
foe separatists most wanted 
by Moscow, which has 
labelled him a terrorisL 

The separatists. who 
declared Chechenya inde- 
pendent in 1991, have been 
fighting Russian forces since 
December 1994. More than 
30.000 people have died 
since then, many of them 
civilians. 

Villagers started pouring 
out of the Itum-Kale area 
more than a week ago, when 
the Russian air force began 
bombing their settlements. 


Human rights activists, Arab- Americans criticise 
Congress probe into PNA human rights record 


By Lamis Andoni 


BOSTON — In a move that appears 
aimed at cutting financial aid to the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA), the U.S. Congress has start- 
ed a probe into foe human rights sit- 
uation in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

But representatives of human 
rights groups, who testified at a spe- 
cial congressional hearing last week, 
strongly recommended foat financial 
aid to the Palestinians should contin- 
ue despite human rights violations 
by foe Palestinian security forces. 

They suggested that financial aid 
should not be exclusively chan- 
nelled to “(Palestinian) agencies that 
engage in human rights violations 
but to aid projects essential to foe 
development of polity based on foe 

rule of law.” 

The representatives of Amnesty 
International and Human Rights 
Watch, in particular, argued that 
Israel and the U.S. should also bear 
some of the blame for Palestinian 
human rights violations since they 
have urged and backed the PNA’s 
crackdown on the opponents of the 
peace agreements with Israel. 

“I made it clear foat while foe 
Palestinian authority takes the 
responsibility for its practices it 
should be noted that they are under 
pressure from Israel and the U.S. to 
achieve security at any cost," Miri- 
am Elahi, the Amnesty International 
representative told foe Jordan Times 
after the testimony. 

Joe Stork, a respected expen on 


the Middle East who represented the 
Washington-based Human Rights 
Watch made the same point in his 
testimony. “Responsibility for these 
practices rests first and foremost 
with the Palestinian authority. But it 
is (important) to point out that the 
(PNA) has come under intense pres- 
sure from Israel and the United 
States to undertake these mass 
arrests." Mr. Stork, said. 

The hearings, foat were not widely 
publicised led to suspicions in 
Washington that they' were part of a 
campaign to sever aid to the Pales- 
tinians. Arab- American leaders 

expressed resentment that the Con- 
gress human rights committee. did 
not hold similar hearing to probe 
Israeli human rights violations. 

Naseer Aruri, a prominent Pales- 
tinian-American writer and acade- 
mician, said foat he had declined an 
invitation to testify at the hearing 
when he learned foat it would pre- 
clude Israeli practices in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“I was told (by the Congress 
human rights committee) that foe 
hearing will be focused solely on 
Palestinian human rights violations 
without probing Israeli violations of 
Palestinian human rights," Dr. Acuri, 
who is also a member of foe Pales- 
tinian Commission for the Citizens’ 
Rights told foe Jordan Times. 

“I had to decline the invitation 
since foe aim was obviously to sub- 
stantiate a campaign against finan- 
cial aid to the Palestinians/' foe uni- 
versity professor, who has been con- 
sistently critical of foe Palestinian 


authority practices, said. 

Meanwhile, the National Associa- 
tion for Arab- American (NAAA), 
that groups foe four strongest Arab- 
American organisations, has sent a 
memorandum to foe head of the 
Congress human rights committee 
requesting foat such hearings should 
not be confined to practices by Arab 
governments but should extend to 
include Israeli practices as well. 

What made foe hearings suspect, 
at least to Arab- Americans, was the 
fact that it followed Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's 
visit to Washington and foe fact that 
Congress has rarely raised foe ques- 
tion of Israeli violations of Palestin- 
ian human rights. Furthermore, the 
Congress is known for its strong 
support for Israel. 

Some analysts in Washington 
believe that the hearings were part of 
a campaign spurred by pro-Israeli 
American-lsraeli Political Action 
Committee, foe strongest pro-Israeli 
lobby foat supports the Likud Party. 

Human rights activists who testi- 
fied at foe hearings said foe Con- 
gress committee members did not 
raise foe issue of financial aid to foe 
Palestinians. 

It was noted, however, foat foe 
State Department did not send a 
representative to foe hearings 
although it was invited to. The State 
Department has been in disagree- 
ment with the Republican-dominat- 
ed Congress over foe Middle East 
peace process and financial aid to 
foe Palestinian authority. 

Human rights experts argue that 


the U.S. government, in all its 
branches has not been consistent in 
advocacy of its democracy in the 
Palestinian territories and its simul- 
taneous support for Palestinian secu- 
rity measures. 

In his testimony Mr. Stork pointed 
out that foe U.S. has actually sup- 
ported and welcomed foe Palestinian 
authority's setting up of a state secu- 
rity court, a step that was widely 
criticised by Palestinian people and 
international human rights activists. 

“Unfortunately the U.S. govern- 
ment not only failed but actually 
made a point of endorsing these 
courts, which flagrantly violate a 
range of internationally guaranteed 
due process rights, beginning with 
foe right to a fair trial before a com- 
petent, independent and impartial 
tribunal." 

Mr. Stork, a former editor of the 
respected Middle East Report on 
International Policy, cited a state- 
ment by U.S. Vice-President Albert 
Gore that he made after meeting 
with PNA President Yasser Arafat in 
Jericho on March 24. 1995. Mr. 
Gore had then said that the Palestin- 
ian security courts were "an impor- 
tant step forward in helping to build 
confidence in foe peace process.” 

Representatives of human rights 
organisations concluded their testi- 
mony by urging foe American Con- 
gress to scrutinise Israeli role in light 
of the considerable control foat 
Israel continues to exercise over the 
daily lives of Palestinians in the self- 
rule areas and areas that are still 
under military occupation. 


World gets new 
watermelon eat- 
ing champions 


Diana phone 
calls drove PR 
to quit — paper 


Cary Grant 
spied for Britain 
— report 
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PARMA, Italy (AFP) — 
Salesman Mario Rossi 
scoffed his way Sunday to 
foe world watermelon-eai- 
ing title when he downed 
1.2 kilogrammes of .foe 
fruit in a minute, organisers 
said. Mr. Rossi, 31, who 
sells pharmaceuticals when 
not eating watermelons, 
fended off the challenge of 
109 rivals at the corner in 
Sissa. near this northeast 
town. The women's title 
was won by Providenza 
Sansoni. 23. who ate 688 
grammes of watermelon in 
60 seconds. 
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LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana's media spokes- 
woman Jane Atkinson quir 
because her royal client 
bombarded . her with tele- 
phone calls that threatened 
her marriage, the New.s of 
foe World newspaper 
reported. Ms. Atltinson 
resigned last week after 
only six months on the job. 
“The calls would start at 
6.30 a.m. and would never 
stop," foe newspaper quot- 
ed a friend of Ms. Atkin- 


V‘ 


son s as saying. 
“George... felt like his wife 
was being snatched from 
him.” The final straw was 
when Sarah, ex-wife of 
Queen Elizabeth's second 
son Prince Andrew, tele- 
phoned to instruct Ms. 
Atkinson on how to handle 
a dispute over photographs 
foat had been taken of 
Diana and Sarah on holiday 
in France. Ms. Atkinson's 
departure was the latest 
public relations setback for 
the 35-year-old Diana, cur- 
rently in the process of a 
divorce from heir-to-the- 
throne Prince Charles. 
Diana was highly criticised 
for quirting as patron of 
nearly 100 charities and 
was described as self-serv- 
ing when a photograph of 
her watching a heart opera- 
tion was published on foe 
front pages of Britain's 
newspapers. Another royal 
spokesman is also sei to 
quit, the Sunday Times 
newspaper reported. It said 
Queen Elizabeth's press 
secretary Charles Anson 
was preparing to resign but 
said no scandal was 
involved. It said the long- 
serving Anson was plan- 
ning to return to foe private 
sector. 
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in Iraqi coup 
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LONDON (AFP) — Film 
legend Cary Grant spied 
for Britain during World 
War O by making contact 
with Hollywood stars sus- 
pected of having Nazi sym- 
pathies. foe Sunday Times 
reports. The British-born 
actor fed information back 
to Sir William Stephenson, 
who coordinated British 
intelligence in the United 
States during foe 1939-45 
conflict, the newspaper £ 
said, citing a new biogra-* 
phy of the British spyroas- 
rer. “Stephenson wrote foat 
in no uncertain terras, he 
was in regular contact with 
Grant because if you knew 
what was happening in 
Hollywood you could 
monitor propaganda and 
keep an eye on Nazi activi- 
ties in a town that acted as 
a focal point for members 
of foe far right,” wrote 
biographer Graham 

McCann of Cambridge 
University. “Grant was a 
chameleon who could 
change his persona and was 
very unruffled/' added 
Prof. McCann, whose book 
comes out in August. “He 
knew the U.S. elite, had 
friends at foe very highest 
level and was implicitly 
trusted as a recruit for .foe 
security services.” Mr. 
Grant, who died in 1986 at 
the age of 82, was asked in 
particular to collect infor- 
mation on peers Gary 
Cooper and Errol Flynn, 
the newspaper said. 
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